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Send your editorial comments or complaints to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings at 
jrawlings @sportingnews.com. 
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Listen to Sporting News Radio online at radio.sportingnews.com. 
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For delivery questions or problems, e-mail delivery@sportingnews.com. 


14 Apple smacks 


Mets third baseman David Wright works hard 
and hits hard—a combination New Yorkers 
won't be able to resist. By Marty Noble 


20 Going in for alterations 


To win in the playoffs, you have to be willing 
to ditch what you're doing and make 
adjustments. By Stan McNeal 

Plus, a look at how the lottery picks will shake 
down. 


26 Gold standard 


So what if Mark Martin never gets his Cup 
title? To many in the garage, he’s still No. 1. 
By Lee Spencer 


28 Kris’ crossroad 


After battling injuries, alcohol and depression, 
Kris Jenkins is trying to reclaim his role as the 
NFLs best run stuffer and help the Panthers 
win it all. By Pat Yasinskas 
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4 Oh, what a feeling! Toyota in NASCAR? 
It may be unAmerican, but get used to it. 
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Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 
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Tom Zbikowski hits hard in the ring, too. 
10 Your Turn Mark Cuban has a higher 
approval rating than President Bush. 
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Barbaro is itching to get better. 
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Toyota: NASCAR’s Playing for it all 
hottest potato yet eRe Oe Sie 


conference finalists. But if you’re one of the four 


Not since Dale Earnhardt Jr. said (blank) on national big-time free agents on those teams, you’re 
television has an issue consumed Nextel Cup fans as hoping to translate a successful playoff into a 
much as Toyota’s pending arrival. Problem is, much of contract payoff. 
the information surrounding the Japanese invasion is Ben Wallace, Pistons. He’s been his usual 
(blank). rebounding, shot-blocking, ball-hawking self. But 

Nobody knows what’s going on, fans least of all. A his brutal free-throw shooting could cost the 
survey conducted by Toyota found that 20 percent of Pistons a chance at the title—and certainly will 
self-described NASCAR fans think Toyota already is hurt his offseason value. 
racing at the Cup level. Tim Thomas, Suns. He shoots, he runs, he 

Many critics of Toyota want NASCAR to be 100 doesn’t play D. He’s been perfect for Phoenix. 
percent American, but that car left the pit box long But the Suns have cap issues, and Thomas’ 
ago.When a Toyota Camry rolls off the starting grid in production won't guarantee him a big contract. 
the 2007 Daytona 500, a car made by a foreign Jason Terry, Mavericks. A slump in the 
company will enter a Nextel Cup race for the first time conference finals is a case of bad timing. 
since ... 2006. Dodge—one of three manufacturers at the Cup level this season—is owned But a championship, even if his 
by a German company. Miller Lite, a major sponsor of a marquee car, is owned by a South numbers lag, will force Mark Cuban to 
African company. open the checkbook. 

Everyone has an opinion about Toyota. You can feel superior no matter what your Alonzo Mourning, Heat. Despite 
opinion is. You can feel righteous for buying only American-made products (but doing so limited minutes, Mourning has been 
would make you a knuckle-dragging jingoist). You can feel worldly and sophisticated for productive. He would be 
buying a foreign car (but you would be a traitor). worthy of a two-year deal 

Imagine the uproar if the Camry is wicked fast—which it will be immediately, according this summer, but he 


to people outside of Toyota. Or not so much, according to Toyota, which hopes to field top might choose to 
15 cars in its first season and top 10s in its second. retire. 

Jack Roush, who owns a team that fields five Fords at the Cup level, gave voice to the 
blogosfear that Toyota will spend so much money to build fast cars that Ford, Dodge and 
Chevy won’t be able to keep up. But that’s impossible. Toyota 
. won't own the teams, individuals will, and individuals are not 
as deep-pocketed as evil foreign companies bent on 
destroying America. Besides, NASCAR is so devoted to 

parity it won't let one manufacturer dominate. “Mike 

ee >. Helton (the president of NASCAR) told us, ‘If you mat 
ST a -—~, \ boys get out of line, we're going to dial you I 
we sh back in,’” says Jim Aust, president 

7 and CEO of Toyota Racing 
. —sorcr A’ Development. 
a <—— —" _ Maybe the only viable 
x \ criticism is the one that says 
§ a Camry doesn’t measure up 
to the sport’s history of 
\ moonshining in muscle cars. 

You wouldn’t outrun the law 
} with a trunk full of booze ina 
i ’ Camry. You'd roll through a 

stop sign with a four-pack of 
wine coolers. —Matt Crossman 
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—Sean Deveney 


ROBERT SEALE / SN 


For Terry, June is 
about Ws, Ls and Ss. 
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Breaking news: ESPN's Morgan says Bonds ‘might have a pretty good chance to maybe catch Aaron’ Williams ‘psyched’ for first failed drug test with 
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Join the quest to cure ALS 


So Curt Schilling fought through a bloody ankle. Big 
: : = deal. Let's see how he does against swords and magic. 
Hmmm ... where have we seen From June 5-7, gamers can go to baitleals.com to 
that face before? fight a character based on Schilling as part of the online 
game EverQuest Il. The Red Sox pitcher lent his likeness 
to raise money to fight Lou Gehrig's Disease. Sony Online Entertainment will donate $5 for every 
player (up to $10,000) who defeats Schilling during the three-day promotion. After that, ree 
will encounter Schilling as a regular part of EverQuest Il. 
If he doesn’t get beaten up too badly, maybe he'll have enough left in the tank to deal with 
the Yankees. —Seth Elkin 


Music to your feet 


Nike and Apple have put their heads together to 


2 come up with the Nike+ package, a footwear concept @ 
= that will change the way you run. Air Zoom Moire shoes 5 
3 ($100) contain a sensor that wirelessly communicates . = 
it with an add-on piece for the iPod nano. Information xf = 
2 : ; : A great combo—even if we don’t 
8 ce, calo ! d 

about distan ries burned, time and pace go vwhiat the ligll Moire means: 


straight to the screen. If you don't feel like stopping to 
look at your progress, a voice updates you through your headphones. Nike also set up a web 
site for uploading and tracking workout progress. 

The Air Zoom Moire and the Nike+iPod Sport Kit ($29), which includes the in-shoe sensors 
and receiver for the iPod nano, can be preordered on nike.com and are expected to be 
available in early July. —Chris Littmann 


Jackson’s dulcet tones? Gone—along with every 
announcing team you’ve ever gotten used to. 


Big changes await this 
college football season... 


Now that Keith Jackson has retired—seriously, for real 
this time—a sizeable shift has occurred in the world of 
college football gameday broadcasting. Gary Danielson, 
the best color man in the business, has left ABC/ESPN for 
CBS and will team with Vern Lundquist on the network’s 
SEC coverage. Todd Blackledge, Lundquist’s former 
partner, has moved to ABC/ESPN to work with former NFL 
play-by-play man Mike Patrick. Meanwhile, Dan Fouts, 
formerly Jackson's color man, will take on a play-by-play 
role for ABC. Then there’s FOX, which has given the BCS 
championship game play-by-play duties to Thom 
Brennaman, a baseball guy. Any chance Jackson can come 
out of retirement one more time? —Matt Hayes 


YQU FEARD IT-HERE 


‘There were models and celebrities all 
: over the players. | started thinking: Why 
am | here? | don’t like this. | don’t need this,’ 


—Panthers defensive tackle Kris Jenkins (page 28) ; 


oy 


... With even bigger 
ones on the horizon 


ESPN is negotiating with the Big Ten to become the 
official network of college sports’ most powerful 
conference. By itself, that wouldn’t necessarily mean 

much to you; the Big Ten already is all over ESPN and 
its partner network, ABC, especially for football. But 
that’s just a start. The Big Ten also reportedly is 
negotiating with DirecTV to form the Big Ten Network 
on pay-per-view. If such a deal were to unfold—the 
league's current TV contracts expire in 2007—you can 
bet the SEC would follow suit, so you'd have to part with 
more than a few Jacksons to watch the two premier 
college sports conferences. Lucky you. —Steve Greenberg 
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CFL's Argonauts Mavs’ Cuban fined $50K for dancing the centipede on court in Phoenix Oilers’ Cup run ‘just what the doctor ordered’ for struggling NHL, Bettman says 


6/9/06 . 5 


(NOW IT ALL KNOW FT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL 


PHIL HUBER / DALLAS MORNING NEWS / AP 


Where were you for 
‘The Catch’ in ’82? 


SUN 


Legends of Hockey: 

“Lord Stanley’s 

Legacy” (10 p.m., 

OLN), Learn all about the 

birth of the NHL and the origins 
of the Stanley Cup in this 
historical tribute covering the 
years 1893 to 1924 (a.k.a. 
Mario Lemieux’s early prime). 


Stub 


www.StubHub.com 


Are you like me? In 1982, 
were you a budding teen 
who dreamt of football 
stardom after watching the 
Chargers-Dolphins and 
49ers-Cowboys megaclassics 
in the playoffs, only to have 
your dreams come crashing 
down all around you on 
account of your morbidly 
unathletic body? Relive the 
good times with more than 
five hours of the NFL’s 
Greatest Games on ESPN 
Classic, starting at 2:30 p.m. 


MON 


It's a tough call between Red 
Sox at Yankees (7 p.m., 
ESPN) and the Stanley Cup 
finals (7 p.m., OLN). Probably 
your best bet is to go with the 
flying body checks and 
bloody-knuckles fisticuffs and 
then switch over to hockey 
during the commercials. 


mee 


(9 p.m., Golf 
Channel). 
Maybe you 
don’t want to 
watch Johnny 
Beer Nuts get 
his drink on at 
a pub in Cork, 
Germany. You 
probably don't 
idle your ride 
past accident 
scenes, either. ‘ 


There’s fire, determination and guts of steel in 
that belly. And beer. Lots and lots of beer. 


WED 


Speaking of watering holes, there aren't many 
better bar arguments than “Which is the greatest 
NBA team ever?” Who’s #17(10 p.m., 

ESPN Classic) will count down the best the 
Celtics, Lakers, Bulls and others (as if there are 
others) have had to offer. 


THU 


It's Game 1 of the NBA Finals (9 p.m., ABC)! 
OK, so it ain't Desperate Housewives, Grey's 
Anatomy or Lost. It still beats the hell out of 
reading to the kids, doesn’t it?—Steve Greenberg 


Home improvement. A little touch-up on 
offense here, some spackling on defense there ... 


with the draft and free-agent market, NFL 
teams have no excuse for not making 
offseason improvements. If you're the 

Steelers or Seahawks, you might not need to 


do much. But if you're the Texans or Saints, well, 
you'd better not be sitting on your hands. We 
grade each team’s roster-enhancing performance 


Was handing 
the keys to 
Drew Brees 
an A+ move 
for the 
Saints? 


in our offseason report card. 

m Where do those Tigers get off poking around 
the top of the standings in the A.L. Central? 

m Will Tiger (and Phil) be at the top of the 
leaderboard at the U.S. Open? 

@ It's no misprint: Get to know Arena Bowl 20. 


PAUL CHIASSON / AP 
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BOB HILLE’S 
STARTING 


The NBA 

playoffs. 

Frankly, the 
Pistons just haven't 
looked like themselves. 
Must be something 
about Detroit because 
you could say the 
same thing about the 
Tigers. 


The NHL 

playoffs. June 

reminds us that 
the Stanley Cup is the 
Holy Grail of hockey. 
Except for June 2005, 
when the Holy Grail of 
hockey was a salary 
cap. 


The French 

Open. 

It's more 
important than usual 
this year. It serves as a 
reminder there really is 
something Americans 
care less about than 
the World Cup. 


The World 

Cup. But 

seriously, | think 
| finally get what the 
fuss is all about. It's 
the wave of Dutch 
hookers invading 
Germany, right? 


Apple and 

Nike. What's 

the big deal 
about running shoes 
“communicating” with 
an iPod? My couch 
talks to my ass all the 
time: “Don't get up 
and run, just change 
channels, will ya?” 


if Score Tickets at the Last Minute! 


1.866.STUBHUB 


Sports ¢ Concerts e 
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THE quesr come DOWN To THIS. “, / 
WITNESS GAMES 1&. 2 OF THE 
STANLEY cuP FINAL ON OLN. 


CHECK OLNTV.COM FOR GAME DAYS AND TIMES. — 
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IRISH 


ae Notre Dame football 


} _ Star 


will make 

his pro 
boxing debut 
June 10 on 
pay-per-view 


After Notre Dame was thumped by Ohio 
State, 34-20, in the Fiesta Bowl, Irish fans 
immediately began dreaming of another 
shot at the Buckeyes in the 2006 national 
championship game. But a chance for some 
revenge will come earlier. Next Saturday 
night (check local TV listings), ND strong 
safety Tom Zbikowski will fight at Madison 
Square Garden against heavyweight Robert 
Bell—an Ohioan and a Buckeyes fan. Bell 
plans to wear an Ohio State jersey into the 
ring. 

“I consider that a personal affront to 
myself and my teammates,” Zbikowski says, 
“and I’m going to look to punish him as 
much as possible before knocking him out.” 


JAY DROWNS / SN (3) 


Zbikowski entered the ring for his final amateur fight with the Notre Dame fight song 
blaring, then made Jeffrey Metzger hear bells during a one-sided three-round victory. 


Zbikowski (6-0, 208)—projected by War Zbikowski since he was 9—is certain his heavyweight champion of the world.” 
Room scouts as a second-round pick in the pupil could make it as a pro. “He put on so For now, Zbikowski says he'll concentrate 
2007 NFL draft—is known more for his much muscle for football that he’s fighting on football. But there’s a backup plan if 
football skills, but boxing is nothing new to heavyweight, but he’s still strong enough neither sport works out: Zbikowski and his 
him. The suburban Chicago native started that he could compete in that division with older brother, E.J., took the Chicago 
hanging around the gym at age no problem,” says Nieves. firefighter exam last week. 
4. He jumped into the ring when “But he easily could get to A perfect career move for a tough 
he was 10, was a three-time 175 pounds and be the light guy. —Jessica Daues 


Silver Gloves national finalist as 
a teen and compiled a 67-13 
record as an amateur. 
Promoters discovered 
Zbikowski at a charity match 
outside Chicago in March. He 
began training after ND’s spring 
football game, and after his 
final exams he flew to Miami to 
work with Angelo Dundee, who 
has trained Muhammad Ali and 
Sugar Ray Leonard. Starting 
about 6 a.m., Zbikowski ran, 


Pretty bad glove men 


Tom Zbikowski has been boxing 
since he was 10 and still is in 
college, so comparing him with NFL 
players-turned-pro fighters isn’t quite 
fair. But what the heck. 

DE Ed “Too Tall’’ Jones. The 6-9 
Jones was humiliated during a 
nationally televised fight in 1979 
(though technically he won) and 
lifted and sparred. “It’s been returned to the gridiron a year later. , 
Aieettraintias enp y Talk about hai affront DE Mark Gastineau. The sack master compiled a 15-2 record as a boxer— 

aye ehoasas totlevoke read the words closely which sounds good until you hear some matches allegedly were fixed. 

RB Alonzo Highsmith. He had the most potential of the three and stopped 


himself to boxing, Danny on this Chicago Gastineau in '96. But he never achieved anything much more significant than that. 
Nieves—who has trained marquee. 


AL BELLO / ALLSPORT 


Highsmith vs. Gastineau—does it 
get more epic than that? 
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IT’S ANYTHING BUT CUTE. 


THE ALL-NEW 2007 DODGE CALIBER STARTING AT $13,985* 1.8-liter dual VVT engine optimizes power and efficiency.’ 
MP3/cell phone holder. Chill Zone™ beverage cooler. Reclining rear seats. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


AR 


*SXT as shown, $15,985. MSRPs exclude tax. 28 city to 32 hwy EPA est. mpg. Chrysler Financial is a business unit of DaimlerChrysler Financial Services. BUCKLE UP 
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XI 


yourturn@sportingnews:com 


Is Jim Leyland available to coach 
the Lions or Red Wings this fall? 


—Ken Sarnowski, Lake Oswego, Ore 


@ Mark Cuban annoys me. He is 
like most people who make 
overnight fortunes—he is 
arrogant, self-entitled and 
pompous. | can’t stand him, and | 
wish he would go back to 
Indiana. | feel sorry for Dallas. 
That city has the two most 
egotistical owners in pro sports. 
—PabloDelejas via 
SportingNews.com 


POLLING PLACE 
What’s your take on Mark Cuban? 


I wish more sports 
owners were like him 


63% 
44% 


CUBAN HEADSHOTS BY AP; ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS CALLAN / SN 


I can’t help but root 


B As a Raptors fan, you 

have to be ecstatic about 

them winning the draft 

lottery because for the 

past couple of months it 

seems like things just have 
been turning around in Toronto. If 
I'm the Raptors | feel | have two 
choices: take LaMarcus Aldridge 
or trade down. —aharon24 via 
SportingNews.com 


against him 


20% 


@ Why should 
the Bengals 
take a harder 
look at who they 
are drafting 
(SN, May 26)? 
True, some players drafted 
recently have had character 
issues, but so did Corey Dillon, 
Warren Sapp and Randy Moss, 
and there isn’t a team that 
wouldn’t go back in time to 
snatch them up. So, Dan Pompei, 
don't you worry about the 
Bengals’ character. You just worry 
about them winning the Super 
Bowl. —Pete Thomas, 
Cincinnati 


JOHN FROSCHAUER / AP 


@ Barry Bonds has no 
respect for baseball or its 
fans. What kind of 
message does he 
send to American 
youth—that it’s all right 
to lie and cheat if you 
don’t get caught? 
—Leo Miller, Apple Valley, Calif. 


I don’t care either 
way about him 


13% 24% <_ sportincnews.com users 
36% << sPorTinc News STAFF 


RADIOXSTAR 


Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 

‘I can't believe how much we are talking about this 
horse that got hurt. | understand horse racing is big 
business, but come on, it’s an animal. We are 
spending way too much time discussing the future 
of this animal. Don’t get me wrong—I have 
compassion for dogs and everything—but | don’t 
need to see the results of how a horse is doing 
after surgery. | guess the only good thing about this 
is that it takes us away from Bonds talk at least for 
a night’ —Steve in Los Angeles on the Todd Wright Show 
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_ RE: PLEASE DON’T GO! 


Posted by, j.hoang301 

It's nerve-racking. knowing that 
you might lose a team. | don’t 
understand why we can't rework 
KeyArena. | really like the way the 
Sonics are going with Chris Wilcox, 
Earl Watson and Bob Hill, but it 
would be devastating if they left 
and won a championship 
elsewhere. 


_RE: A NEW ERA 


Posted by daveey3 

| think a major subject has been 
ignored in the whole steroids 
uproar. It is a fact that weight 
training has gone from being a 


- total taboo in baseball to an 


integral part of the game. | 
remember as a kid being told that. 
baseball players don't lift weights 
because lifting makes them too 
bulky to throw and swing. Now, 
major league players all regularly 
work out and are getting bigger and 
stronger. | think steroids are a 
result of this new philosophy in 
conditioning, but what's being lost 
in all of the talk about the record 
books being rewritten i is that we're 
in acompletely new era of 
baseball. 


RE: STOP THE INSANITY 
Posted by Kalel1 701 

OK, let me start by saying that 
I'm no huge fan of horse racing, 
never have been, but | don’t hate 
on the sport. | also happen to like 


“horses. I've never seen a horse do 


anything horrible. You don’t see 

‘reports of horses mauling kids. 

Unlike gators and sharks, they 

- don't eat people. Horses are. cool. 
That said ... satan 
is. enough, people 


' 
i 
1.YouDONTsend 
flowers and fruit to 
horses! y 
2. Horses are 
NOT literate! 
3. You DO NOT 
send horses “Get 
well soon” signs! 
(See No. 2.) 


Tom Seaver 


He's winding up and throwing out 
some opinions 


On interleague play 

I was absolutely against it 
when it started. I said, “Well, 
I'm a traditionalist, and this 
is not the way it’s supposed 
to be.” I’ve kind of done a 
180. I think in certain 
markets it’s terrific. It’s 
great in New York—both the 
Yankees and Mets having 
good ballclubs. It works 


Cubs-White Sox .. 
how good is that? 


perfectly in Chicago for the 
baseball fan. Cubs-White 
Sox ... how good is that? 
Indians and Reds—that’s a 
natural. When there’s a 
natural rivalry—and 
especially with older 
franchises—I think it works 
great. 


On winning 300 games 

It’s a magical and very 
important number. You're 
going to have to play 20 
years and average 15 wins 
to get there. You're going to 
have to love the game to the 
core of its soul—and I'm 
talking about the travel and 
all the time away from home 
and family—and stay 20 


years. There are those kinds 
of people, like Greg Maddux. 
Are there others out there? I 
thought Kerry Wood and 
Mark Prior were two guys 
who had a chance to do it. 
But you're not going to get 
there if you sustain injuries 
that are really significant. 


On Prior’s chronic 
injuries 
When I saw 
him throw, | 
absolutely 
adored his 
mechanics and 
thought, “This 
kid has gota 
chance to throw 
280 to 300 
innings every 
year.” His 
mechanics were 
spectacular. 
What happened 
after that, I’m not 
sure. At a young 
age, when you start having 
these injuries, it throws up 
the red flag. 


On records set in 
the steroids era 

Some people will say this 
is the black eye on baseball. 
Some people will say if it 
causes arguments and 
differences of opinion, then 
it’s the best thing in the 
world for the game because 
it has people talking. It 
keeps you on the sports 
pages right in front of 
everybody. I'd like it to go 
away and get back to the 
game itself. Whether they 
are legitimate or not, 
whether they're tainted or 


not, there always seems to 
be, in any era, some sort of 
issue that will raise an 
eyebrow and make you look 
at the numbers maybe with 
a different perspective. 


On whether players 
suspected of steroids 
use belong in the 
Hall of Fame 

It’s not going to change 
my opinion of where these 
guys stand in the avenue 
with Willie Mays or Henry 
Aaron or Willie McCovey. I 
don’t think there’s anybody 
that doesn’t think the players 
of their generation were the 
best that ever played. All I 
know is that Barry Bonds 
has probably the best bat 
speed I ever saw. 


t Hang Time 


from the airwaves of 


NOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL 


TURN = 


“OVER EER Z, 1008 


www.dickies500.com 


Promotion ends August 1, 2006. Official rules and list of prizes are available at www.dickies500.com 


6/9/06 . 


11 


KNOW IT ALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL KNOW ITALL KNOW IT ALL \g0V/))00eKNOW IT ALL KNOW IT AL 


WHAT’S 
THE 


DEAL 
WITH... 


Don't be an ugly American—get up to speed on the beautiful 
game before the first goooooo0000al! By Mike DeCourcy 


he U.S. soccer team is ranked No. 5 in 

St ae are inte heget Tea ms Top two in each group advance 

there’s no possible 

way the United 
States can be overlooked 
this month at the World 


I 
qi 
Ill 
ul 
4 
H 
7 


5 
Cup PG; Poland Germany Costa Rica Ecuador Paraguay Trinidad and Sweden 
; Tobago 

Is there? 

“It’s kind of fortunate Cc 
we're in such a hard = 
group,” says star midfielder = i? 
Landon Donovan. “If we'd oO Argentina Ivory Coast Serbiaand _— Netherlands Iran 
been in an easier group, it Montenegro 
would have been 5 

xi. La 

‘Everybody in the world E : py <> 
expects you to get out.’ 3 3 
Now, everybody expects PG Italy Ghana United States Czech o i Croatia Australia Japan 
the Czechs and the Italians. Republic 
We have to make it happen, 
pull the upsets.” G i H ¢ 

Think he’s exaggerating, & yW yy 2 is 

ai é 5 5 

giving . mat a 2 ene o France Switzerland Korea Togo = Spain Ukraine Tunisia Saudi Arabia 
believes in us” business? Republic So 


The 32 teams at the World 

Cup were drawn into eight 

groups for pool play. Italy (8:1 odds to win 
the Cup, according to United Kingdom 
bookmaker Ladbrokes) and the Czech 
Republic (33:1) are getting a lot more 
respect than the United States (80:1). Only 
newcomer Ghana (250:1) has worse odds in 
Group E. 

However, this is a more accomplished 
U.S. team than the one that reached the 2002 
quarterfinals. Forward Brian McBride now is 
a proven goal scorer in the English Premier 
League. Winger DaMarcus Beasley started 
for consecutive championship teams in the 
Dutch Eredivisie. Defender Oguchi Onyewu 
is the centerpiece of a U.S. defense that is 
more athletic and skilled. 

U.S. coach Bruce Arena admits this 
country still is not the most productive in 
terms of soccer talent but says the gap has 


Top players 


MARTIN MEISSNER / AP 
MARTIN MEISSNER / AP | 


narrowed. . . . 

“If you said we were going to play the best Ronaldinho, Brazil Michael Ballack, Germany 
500 Brazilians against the best 500 Unlike most attacking midfielders His goal knocked out the U.S. team in 2002. 
Americans, we'd lose every time,” Arena known for playmaking, Ronaldinho also Now, his playmaking and leadership 
says. “They only allow 11 in this World Cup. | is a sizzling goal scorer. This should be his fuel Germany’s hope that it will not 
like those odds better.” World Cup. be embarrassed at home. 
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Why they go by one name 


American fans sometimes think it’s too precious 
that so many Brazilian soccer players go by a single 
name. But soccer announcers are grateful. 
Ronaldinho: Ronaldo de Assis Moreira 
Ronaldo: Ronaldo Luiz Nazario de Lima 

iano: Adriano Leite Ribeiro 
Kaka: Ricardo Izecson 
dos Santos Leite 
Dida: Nelson de Jesus Silva 
Fred: Frederico Chaves 
Guedes 


Steven Gerrard, England 


World Cup quick facts 


Smallest nation in the field: Trinidad and Tobago, population 1.1 million. 

Largest nation in the field: United States, population 298.4 million. 

Highest-ranked team in field: Brazil, No. 1. 

Lowest-ranked team in field: Togo, No. 61. 

Best name in sports, let alone the World Cup: Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink, who is 
from the Netherlands. Sounds as though he should be wearing armor and carrying a sword. 

Larry Brown is their patron saint: Australia coach Guus Hiddink led Korea Republic 
to the 2002 semifinals; Portugal coach Luiz Felipe Scolari coached 2002 champion Brazil. 

That burly guy in the leather jacket: Nike’s “Joga Bonito” ad campaign features former 
France and Manchester United striker Eric Cantona. By the way, joga bonito translates from 
Portuguese as “play beautiful.” 


MARTIN RICKETT / AP 


Favorites 


1. Brazil. So what else is new, right? Brazil is the only 
five-time winner and has reached three consecutive 
finals. But this team might have more firepower than its 
predecessor, with Adriano, Ronaldo, Ronaldinho and 
Kaka among the world’s best attacking players. 

2. England. Wayne Rooney’s status is in question 
because of a broken foot, so the level of optimism is 
not as high as it could be. But England has a wealth of 
capable defenders and appears to have resolved its 
longstanding issues in goal. 

3. Argentina. This team is on a roll, with titles at 
the 2004 Olympics and last summer’s FIFA World 


The World Cup runs from 
June 9 through July 9. Five 
early matches are worth 
skipping work—enjoy the 
games at home or at the 
nearest ethnic bar. 

(All times Eastern) 


Youth Championship. The stars of those teams— es, Lem oe Rica 
forwards Carlos Tevez and Lionel Messi—will be noon, ESPN2 
essential to the offense. as 13 
4. Netherlands. Gifted scorers Ruud van Nistelrooy Brazil vs. Croatia 
and Arjen Robben have Holland, a two-time finalist, 2:55 p.m., ESPN2 
close to breaking through. However, the team June 20 
must avoid defensive and strategic England vs. Sweden 
breakdowns. 3 p.m., ESPN 
\j ’ Other possibilities: Italy, France, Czech pare 21 
¥ Republic. Mexico vs. Portugal 
iy Sleepers: Germany, Serbia and 10 a.m., ESPN 
: Montenegro, Sweden. ak’ 21 
Netherlands vs. Argentina 
3 p.m., ESPN 


June 12 vs. Czech Republic 
noon, ESPN2 


June 17 vs. Italy 


3 p.m., ABC 


June 22 vs. Ghana 
10 a.m., ESPN 


FRED ERNST / AP 
ARIEL SCHALIT / AP 


Lionel Messi, Argentina Didier Drogba, Ivory Coast 


Fe al With Wayne Rooney injured, 
oo a Gerrard is the ideal player to 


A { : connect England’s rich midfield 
lw Y ’ 


Though physically unimposing, Messi has 
deceptive power and phenomenal touch. And 
he has a neat little mean streak—toughness 
Argentina perhaps lacked in recent World Cups. 


SERGEY PONOMAREV / AP» 


to striker Michael Owen. 


La 


He scored nine of his team’s 
20 qualifying goals, but the Elephants 
face a deathly tough draw as part 
of Group C. 
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Mets third baseman 


works hard and hits 
hard—a combination 
New Yorkers won't 
be able to resist 

By Marty Noble 


Photos by Albert Dickson / SN 


Pt 5 pee 
t §) om Glavine was a young Brave during the final 
3% seasons Dale Murphy spent in Atlanta, and 

| he was quite taken with the quiet, unassuming 
gentleman who twice had won the National 
League Most Valuable Player award. To this 
, day, Glavine speaks of Murphy with unabashed 
Me reverence and respect. 

Now Glavine is nearing the end of his career. If he 
plays next season with the Mets and then retires, he will have played 34 
seasons with a player who, he says, is the 21st century equivalent of 
Murphy—David Wright. 

In Glavine’s words, the Mets’ 23-year-old third baseman “gets it.” And 
that is the highest of praise from a veteran pitcher who also is respected 
for his success, professionalism and demeanor. 

Wright has the Murphy gene—the almost-too-good-to be-true gene. 
“He’s got the right last name,” Mets left fielder Cliff Floyd says. “He’s a 
special dude—as down to earth as anyone in the game. He knows his 
place. And in a few years, his place will be right up there.” 

Wright is respectful, deferential, well-spoken, professional and skilled. 
On a team with Pedro Martinez, Billy Wagner, Carlos Beltran, Carlos 
Delgado and Glavine, Wright has become the Mets’ poster boy. Spend a 
few minutes with him—as we did—and you'll understand why. 


14. - 6/9/06 


SN: You grew up close to where the Mets’ Class AAA Norfolk team 
plays. What impact did that have on your life? 

WRIGHT: Living there, going to the park, seeing guys play one day in 
Norfolk and the next day in the big leagues ... all that had enormous 
influence on me. That’s where and when I learned what I wanted to do. 
I'd watch players—good and bad—and see them playing and being 
cheered and being asked for autographs. I thought that was the coolest 
thing. I thought, ‘If I could do that, it would be great.’ 

It’s a pretty good area for amateur baseball there, too. We had a lot of 
very good players and good coaching. I remember calling my AAU coach 
after my first year (as a professional) and telling him there were guys I 
was playing with who had just been introduced to things that I was 
taught when I was 13 and 14 years old. 


I think, outside of what I learned about how to play, I was exposed to 
baseball at a high level because it was such a competitive area. Baseball 
was big. My high school (Hickory) broke off from one that had been a 
baseball powerhouse (Great Bridge), and we were good, too. Most games 
were played right after school. You get out at 3:30, you'd play at 5. But 
when we played Great Bridge, we'd play at 7:30. There’d be people 
tailgating. The intensity was so high. We'd get 2,000 people. It was great. 

SN: You played with the Uptons—B.J. (Devil Rays prospect) and Justin 
(iamondbacks prospect)—tright? They were your neighbors? 

WRIGHT: We lived about 2 minutes from each other, so we were always 
together. B.J. and I were on the same high school team when I was a 
senior. He transferred to a private school when he was a senior. We 
played together all the time from the time I was 10—AAU teams, travel 
teams. We always made sure we took the same flights. For a while, I was 


the shortstop and he was the second baseman. It was obvious after a 
while my future was at third and he was going to be a shortstop. 

When we're all up here together, B.J. and (Nationals third baseman) 
Ryan Zimmerman and Justin (Upton), it will be like what it was when all 
those guys from the Tampa area were playing (Dwight Gooden, Wade 
Boggs, Gary Sheffield, Fred McGriff, Tino Martinez, Dave Magadan). 
That’s pretty cool. It makes you proud of where you came from, and you 
feel you're in a special fraternity. We still work out together in the winter. 
We have the same trainer. 


There’s only one Jeter 


SN: I know it makes you feel awkward when people connect you 
with Derek Jeter. You’ve been called “the Derek Jeter of the Mets.” 
How does that make you feel? What is your sense of the parallels 
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The good news: 
This blackout could last a while. 


Don't let erectile dysfunction (ED) hold you back from a fulfilling sexual relationship. 
¢ Viagra is prescribed for all degrees of ED, even if it only happens once in a while. 
¢ Maintaining an erection is important. It’s just as important as getting a firm erection. 
Viagra can help with both. 
¢ Viagra has an established safety profile. It's been studied more than any other oral ED treatment. 


VIAGRA 
(sildenafil citrate) tables 
What are YOU waiting for? 


Ask your doctor if Viagra is right for you. And enjoy what it can do to help you improve your sex life. 


VIAGRA is prescribed to treat erectile dysfunction. We know that no medicine is for everyone. If you use nitrate 
drugs, often used for chest pain (known as angina), don’t take VIAGRA. Taking these drugs together could cause 
your blood pressure to drop to an unsaie level. 


Talk with your doctor first. Make sure you are healthy enough to have sex. If you have chest pain, nausea, or other 
discomforts during sex, seek medical help right away. 

Although erections lasting for more than four hours may occur rarely with all ED treatments in this drug class, to 
avoid long-term injuries, it is important to seek immediate medical help. 

In rare instances, men taking PDES inhibitors (oral erectile dysfunction medicines, including VIAGRA) reported a 
sudden decrease or loss of vision. It is not possible to determine whether these events are related directly to these 
medicines or to other factors. If you experience sudden decrease or loss of vision, stop taking PDE® inhibitors, 
including VIAGRA, and call a doctor right away. 

The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, facial flushing, and upset stomach. Less common are 
bluish or blurred vision, or being sensitive to light. These may occur for a brief time. Remember to protect yourself 
and your partner from sexually transmitted diseases. 

Please see our patient summary of information for VIAGRA (25 mg, 50 mg, 100 mg) tablets on the following page. 
VIAGRA is available on most Managed Care Plans* VIAGRA is one of several ED treatments that you and your 
doctor can consider. 


*Percent of members by formulary status for HMOs, PPOs and POS for Viagra. Formulary Compass™ MediMedia USA, Inc. May 2006. 


To learn more, visit viagra.com or call 1-888-4VIAGRA (1-888-484-2472) 


Uninsured? Need help paying for medicine? Pfizer has programs that can help, ee} 
no matter your age or income. You may even qualify for free Pfizer medicines. helpful . 


Call 1-866-706-2400. Or visit www.pfizerhelpfulanswers.com. 


What are you waiting for?™ is a trademark of Pfizer Inc. U.S. Pharmaceuticals Pfizer) VG269548Z © 2006 Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved. 


This summary contains important information about VIAGRA”. |t is 
not meant to take the place of your doctor's instructions. Read this 
information carefully before you start taking VIAGRA. Ask your 
doctor or pharmacist if you do not understand any of this information 
or if you want to know more about VIAGRA. 

This medicine can help many men when it is used as prescribed by 
their doctors. However, VIAGRA is not for everyone. It is intended for 
use only by men who have a condition called erectile dysfunction. 
VIAGRA must never be used by men who are taking medicines that 
contain nitrates of any kind, at bc aban This includes nitroglyc- 
erin. If you take VIAGRA with any ite medicine your blood pres- 
sure could suddenly drop to an unsafe or life threatening level. 

© What Is VIAGRA? 

VIAGRA is a pill used to treat erectile dysfunction (impotence) in men. 
It can help many men who have erectile dysfunction get and keep an 
erection when they become sexually excited (stimulated). 

You will not get an erection just by taking this medicine. VIAGRA 
helps a man with erectile dysfunction get an erection only when he is 
sexually excited. 

How Sex Affects the Body 

When a man is sexually excited, the penis rapidly fills with more blood 
than usual, The penis then expands and hardens. This is called an 
erection. After the man is done having sex, this extra blood flows out 
of the penis back into the body. The erection goes away. If an erection 
lasts for a long time (more than 6 hours), it can permanently damage 
your penis. You should call a doctor immediately if you ever have a 
prolonged erection that lasts more than 4 hours. 


Some conditions and medicines interfere with this natural erection 
process. The penis cannot fill with enough blood. The man cannot have 
an erection. This is called erectile dysfunction if it becomes a frequent 
problem. 

During sex, your heart works harder. Therefore sexual activity may 
not be advisable for people who have heart problems. Before you start 
any treatment for erectile dysfunction, ask your doctor if your heart is 
healthy enough to handle the extra strain of having sex. If you have 
chest pains, dizziness or nausea during sex, stop having sex and 
immediately tell your doctor you have had this problem. 

* How VIAGRA Works 

VIAGRA enables many men with erectile dysfunction to respond to 
sexual stimulation. When a man ts sexually excited, VIAGRA helps the 
penis fill with enough blood to catise an erection. After sex is over, the 
erection goes away. 

* VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone 

As noted above (How Sex Affects the Body), ask your doctor if your 
heart is healthy enough for sexual activity, 

If you take any medicines that contain nitrates — either regularly or 
as needed ~ you should never take VIAGRA. If you take VIAGRA with 
any nitrate medicine or recreational drug containing nitrates, your 
blood pressure could suddenly drop to an unsafe level. You could get 
dizzy, faint, or even have a heart attack or stroke. Nitrates are found 
in many prescription medicines that are used to treat angina (chest 
pain due to heart disease) such as: 

* nitroglycerin (sprays, ointments, skin patches or pastes, and 
tablets that are swallowed or dissolved in the mouth) 

* Isosorbide mononitrate and isosorbide dinitrate (tablets that 
are swallowed, chewed, or dissolved in the mouth) 

Nitrates are also found in recreational drugs such as amyl nitrate or 
nitrite (“poppers”). If you are not sure if any of your medicines contain 
nitrates, or if you do not understand what nitrates are, ask your doctor 
or pharmacist. 

VIAGRA is only for patients with erectile dysfunction. VIAGRA is not 
for newborns, children, or women. Do not let anyone else take your 
VIAGRA. VIAGRA must be used only under a doctor's supervision. 

* What VIAGRA Does Not Do 

* VIAGRA does not cure erectile dysfunction. It is a treatment 
for erectile dysfunction. 

* VIAGRA does not protect you or your partner from getting 
Sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV — the virus that 
causes AIDS. 

* VIAGRA is not a hormone or an aphrodisiac, 

* What To Tell Your Doctor Before You Begin VIAGRA 

Only your doctor can decide if VIAGRA is right for you, VIAGRA can 
cause mild, temporary lowering of your blood pressure. You will need 
to have a thorough medical exam to diagnose your erectile dysfunc- 
tion and to find out if you can safely take VIAGRA alone or with your 
other medicines, Your doctor should determine if your heart is healthy 
enough to handle the extra strain of having sex. 

Be sure to tell your doctor if you: 

* have ever had any heart problems (e.g., angina, chest pain, 
heart failure, irregular heart beats, heart attack or narrowing 
of the aortic valve) 
have ever had a stroke 
have low or high blood pressure 
have a rare inherited eye disease called retinitis pigmentosa 
have ever had any kidney problems 
have ever had any liver problems 
have ever had any blood problems, including sickle cell 
anemia or leukemia 
* are allergic to sildenafil or any of the other ingredients of 

VIAGRA tablets 
+ have a deformed penis, Peyronie's disease, or ever had an 

erection that lasted more than 4 hours 
* have stomach ulcers or any types of bleeding problems 
* are taking any other medicines 


VIAGRA’ 


(sildenafil citrate) tablets 


* VIAGRA and Other Medicines 

Some medicines can change the way VIAGRA works. Tell your doctor 
about any medicines you are taking. Do not start or stop taking any 
medicines before checking with your doctor or pharmacist. This 
includes prescription and nonprescription medicines or remedies: 

* Remember, VIAGRA should never be used with medicines 
that contain nitrates (see VIAGRA Is Not for Everyone). 

* If you are taking alpha-blocker hy for the treatment of 
high blood pressure or prostate problems, you should not 
take a dose of greater than 25 mg of VIAGRA at the same time 
(within 4 hours) as you take your dose of alpha-blocker. 

* If you are taking a protease inhibitor, your dose may be 
adjusted (please see Finding the Right Dose for You). 

* VIAGRA should not be used with any other medical treatments 
that cause erections. These treatments include pills, medicines 
that are injected or inserted into the penis, implants or vacuum 
pumps. 

* Finding the Right Dose for You 

VIAGRA comes in different doses (25 mg, 50 mg and 100 mg). if you 
do not get the results you expect, talk with your doctor. You and your 
doctor can determine the dose that works best for you. 


* Do not take more VIAGRA than your doctor prescribes. 

* If you think you need a larger dose of VIAGRA, check with 
your doctor. 

* VIAGRA should not be taken more than once a day. 


!f you are older than age 65, or have serious liver or kidney problems, 
your doctor may start you at the lowest dose (25 mg) of VIAGRA. if you 
are taking protease inhibitors, such as for the treatment of HIV, your 
doctor may recommend a 25 mg dose and may timit you to a maxi- 
mum single dose of 25 mg of VIAGRA in a 48 hour period. If you are 
taking alpha-blocker therapy, you should not take a dose of greater than 
25 mg of VIAGRA at the same time (within 4 hours) as your dose of 
alpha-biocker. 
* How To Take VIAGRA 
Take VIAGRA about one hour before you plan to have sex. Beginning 
in about 30 minutes and for up to 4 hours, VIAGRA can help you get 
an erection if you are sexually excited. If you take VIAGRA after a high- 
fat meal fein as a cheeseburger and french fries), the medicine may 
take a little fonger to start working. VIAGRA can help you get an erec- 
tion when you are sexually excited. You will not get an erection just by 
taking the pill. 
* Possible Side Effects 
Like all medicines, VIAGRA can cause some side effects, These effects 
are usually mild to moderate and usually don’t last longer than a few 
hours. Some of these side effects are more likely to occur with higher 
doses. The most common side effects of VIAGRA are headache, flush- 
ing of the face, and upset stomach, Less common side effects that 
may occur are temporary changes in color vision (such as trouble 
telling the difference between blue and green objects or having a blue 
ic tinge to them), eyes being more sensitive to light, or blurred 
sion. 
In rare instances, men have reported an erection that fasts many 
hours. You should call a doctor immediately if you ever have an erec- 
tion that lasts more than 4 hours. If not treated right away, permanent 
damage to your penis could occur (see How Sex Affects the Body). 
Heart attack, stroke, irregular heart beats, and death have been 
reported rarely in men taking VIAGRA. Most, but not all, of these men 
had heart problems before taking this medicine. It is not possible to 
determine whether these events were directly related to VIAGRA. 
VIAGRA may cause other side effects besides those listed on this 
sheet. If you want more information or develop any side effects or 
symptoms you are concerned about, call your doctor. 
* Accidental Overdose 
In case of accidental overdose, call your doctor right away. 
* Storing VIAGRA 
Keep VIAGRA out of the reach of children. Keep VIAGRA in its origi- 
nal container. Store at 25°C (77°F); excursions permitted to 15-30' 
(59-86°F) [see USP Controlled Room Temperature]. 
¢ For More Information on VIAGRA 
VIAGRA is a prescription medicine used to treat erectile dysfunction. 
Only your doctor can decide if it is right for you. This sheet is only a 
summary. If you have any questions or want more information about 
VIAGRA, talk with your doctor or pharmacist, visit www.viagra.com, or 


Call 1-888-4VIAGRA. 
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that have been drawn? 

WRIGHT: First of all, it’s very humbling. And 
secondly, it’s undeserved. He’s played with 
four World Series champion teams. There’s no 
connection in my eyes. He’s won. He’s done 
tremendous things. He is where | want to be, 
and he’s done what I want to do. So it is the 
ultimate compliment to be compared. 

The way he plays, his leadership, his 
presence in the clubhouse, his ability to 
perform in big moments. He has done what 
most of us see as the ultimate. They'll be 
talking about Derek Jeter in 30 years the way 
they talk about Mickey Mantle. 


Battling the Braves 


SN: You're 23, and the Braves have won 14 
consecutive division championships. You’ve 
hardly known them when they weren't 
successful. Now the team you play for has a 
chance to end their run. What’s your sense of 
that? 

WRIGHT: What they’ve done is amazing. 
When you play and you see what a pennant 
race is like, you have even more respect for 
them. But, yeah, I'd love to be on the team that 
knocks them off. I don’t hate them. I respect 
them, Beating them would be the next step for 
us. In 2004, my first year, it was a little ugly. 
Then we made progress and became a better 
team last year. This year, we have a chance to 
compete for first place. I think you can say 
we're on the rise. And they’re still very good. 
They kind of reloaded last year. But we added 
so much talent with Carlos Delgado, Billy 
Wagner, Xavier Nady and Duaner Sanchez. It 
won't be easy. But we think we can. 


THE CATCH 

‘SN: The barehand play you made 
against the Padres last summer got as 
much attention as anything Ozzie Smith 
or Andruw Jones ever did in the field. 
How many times have you seen the 
replay? ‘ 

WRIGHT: 1 don’t know—a hundred times 
at least. 

SN: Can you find it on the Internet? 

WRIGHT: If you're Internet-literate, you 
can, can't. . aa 

SN: Have you made a play remotely 
close to that one? 4 

WRIGHT: Nothing like it—nothing _ 
barehanded. That was just reaction. I 
wasn’t thinking about the play. I just 
realized I couldn't twist my body any more 
than I had and still reach it with my glove 
hand. So you just do what you can in that 
situation. But the best thing about it 
happened the next morning. Now, I made 
my fair share of errors last year (24), and_ 
the next day my friends and my famils 
called to say, “It’s a good thing you didn’t 
have to use your glove.” 


Life in New York 


SN: Have you been booed? 

WRIGHT: Everyone has. Even Derek Jeter, when 
he had that tough run a few years ago when he 
was 0-for-30-something. I understand it. I don’t 
like it. No one wants to get booed, and no matter 
what they say everyone wants to be cheered. | 
heard it when I made the three errors (in an April 
game against the Braves). You expect it then. But 
fans have a right. They have just as much right to 
boo as they do to cheer. 

SN: Do you read the newspapers > 
in New York? 

WRIGHT: Not all the time, not on 
a daily basis. There’s a lot of 
coverage. More than anywhere 
else. And it just reflects the 
passion the city has for baseball. 
And, really, it’s just like the way 
the fans react in the park. You get 
cheered when you do well, and 
the articles the next day are 
positive. If you make three errors, 
you get booed and the stories 
have to mention them. It’s just as 
much a part of the game as getting 
three hits. I’ve learned watching 
Mike Piazza handle all the 
attention he got. And Pedro 
Martinez and Tom Glavine and 
Carlos Delgado. You take 
responsibility for what you do— 
good and bad. 

SN: Who's been the coolest 
celebrity you've met on the field 
at Shea? 

WRIGHT: No question, 


Wright’s throws have zip, but they stray from the target 
at times. OK, so he isn’t perfect. 


Now Wright is being asked for autographs, and after years of watching others do it he has the technique down. 


Jerry Seinfeld. He’s my 
father’s favorite. That I 
could get his autograph 
for my father was great. 
He was with Matthew 
Broderick. And then 
they came back to 
Shea, and I worked with 
them on their swings. That was cool. 

SN: What are the best and worst parts of 
playing in New York? 


AGAINST THIS GUY, HE JUST CANT CUT IT 


SN: Who is the toughest pitcher on David Wright? 
WRIGHT: “Without a doubt, it’s Chris Carpenter. Spring training, 
regular season, day, night, he’s tough on me. I have no chance.” 


WRIGHT: So much is good. The passion the 
fans have for baseball is amazing. They let you 
know they're watching. And they care. They 
care good and bad, and they know the game so 
well. They make it the best place to play. And 
where else are you going to have Jerry Seinfeld 
in the clubhouse? SN 


Marty Noble covers the Mets for mlb.com. 


A major league scout breaks down 
David Wright's game 


Wright has an outstanding hitting stroke—it's 
quick and short with little movement. The ball 
jumps off his bat, and he has power to all fields. 
He is extremely advanced in his ability to recognize 
pitches and in hitting the ball away to the opposite 
field. While he isn’t a basestealer, he does have 
first-step quickness and baserunning instincts. 

Wright might never win a Gold Glove, but he has 
very good hands and a quick first step to either 
side. His agility and balance are improving. He has 
a strong arm, but he can be erratic with his throws. 

Bottom line: Wright is one of the best young 
third basemen in the game and the best third 
baseman the Mets have had in many years. 
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ike D'Antoni, the most 
innovative arrival to hit 
the NBA since the fast 
break, plops down to 
meet reporters after 
another heart-thumping playoff 
game. With his best aw-shucks 
grin, in his just-noticeable West 
Virginia twang, the Suns coach 
says, “Another normal night in 
the NBA. A heck of a game, both 
teams got up and down.” 

While this Suns victory— 
121-118 over the Mavericks in the 
opener of the Western Conference 
finals—was anything but normal, 
even by D’Antoni’s shot-happy 
standards, his point was clear. 
This season’s playoffs have been 
the most hotly contested in 
years, with eight of the first 12 
series lasting at least six games. 
Overtime games have been as 
common as Dwyane Wade 
highlight plays. We’ve seen 
LeBron James break out, the 
Mavericks break through and the 
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D’Antoni has to use every ounce 
of his creativity to keep his team 
alive against the Mavericks. 


j 


o win in the playoffs, you 
have to be willing to ditch 
what you're doing and make 
alterations By Stan McNeal 


Suns simply break and break and 
break. 

After a month of fresh story 
lines, however, the week began 
with the conference finals 
featuring similar plots from a year 
ago. In the West, the Suns 
continue to try to defy the belief 
that a team can’t run its way toa 
ring. They appeared to have met 
their match in the Mavericks, a 
club that has learned it helps to 
mix in a dose of defense with a 
high-powered offense. In the East, 
the Pistons’ reward for getting rid 
of James in seven games was a 
rematch with the Heat. Unlike last 
season, when they won in seven 
games, the Pistons were finding 
that beating a team with not one 
but two megastars—both healthy 
for this go-round—may be too 
tough an order even for a team 
convinced it would win it all. 

Of course, overcoming the 
Heat—or any challenger in the 
playoffs—comes down to 


perhaps the only words you'll 
hear in an NBA arena more than, 
“Come on, Javie. That’s a (your 
choice of expletives here) call.” In 
case you haven't heard a coach’s 
press conference this spring, 
those words are fempo and 
adjustments. 

Tempo, essentially, means this: 
How much do you run with the 
Suns? While the Heat and Pistons 
have been sticking mostly to their 
typical halfcourt attacks, the Suns 
actually have upped their running 
in the playoffs. Until they were 
held to a playoff-low 88 points in 
a Game 3 loss, the Suns were 
scoring about a point more than 
their league-leading, 
regular-season average of 108.4. 
The Mavericks, who failed to 
average 100 in the regular season, 


have upped their average by 
almost four points to 103.0. But 
adhering to coach Avery 
Johnson’s insistence on defense, 
the Mavs are not trying to outgun 
the Suns. Asked what his team 
needed most to improve between 
the first two games, Johnson told 
reporters, “Transition defense.” 
Then for emphasis, he repeated 
himself, oh, about half a dozen 
times. 

That brings us to adjustments. 
In Game 2, when the Mavs evened 
the series by holding the Suns to 
98 points—or 23 fewer than they 
scored in Game 1—Johnson 
ordered three key changes. 

@ He didn’t send as many Mavs 
crashing the offensive boards, 
which resulted in fewer easy 
baskets for the Suns. 


Talk-a-Shaq 


Shaquille O'Neal not only has a nickname for every occasion, he has his own 
vocabulary. But don’t fret if you can’t understand him. We're passing on the 
definitions for some of the most common Shaqisms from a Shaq-tionary that 
appeared in the South Florida Sun-Sentinel. 


Flop-ternity. the brotherhood of players who fall down when playing 
defense against O'Neal in hopes of getting an offensive foul. Members include 
Jason Collins, Viade Divac and Dennis Rodman. 


LSU. His college's initials stand for “Love Shaq University” or “Learn Slow 
University,’ depending on his mood. 


Lethalest. As in, “I’m the lethalest player out there” 


Shagfari. What he calls hunting trips taken to game preserves in Florida’s 
wilderness. 


Ellinqahs Laend, His name 
spelled backward, this is his evil twin 
who is “the person | am not 
allowed to be because of my 
status,” he once told The New 
Yorker. “He’s dead, though. | 
killed him off” 


SALAM. Stands for “Short 
Answer Method.’ Typically a quick, 
one-sentence answer O'Neal uses 
when he’s tired of reporters’ 
questions. The S.H.A.M. frequently 
is accompanied by mumbling. 


NBA. “Nothing But Actors’ 


Heatenit. what Shaq first 
considered himself after being traded to 
Miami. As in, “I was a Laker. Now I’m a 
Heatenin.” 


My white father. takers coach 
Phil Jackson. 


Foul shaving. From 
O'Neal's younger days, when an 
opponent picked up a few quick 
fouls to get to the bench rather 
than play against him. 


a 
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Breaking down a game-winner 


The winning play in the opening game of the Western Conference finals 
looked simple enough. When the Suns came out of a timeout trailing by a 
point with 4.8 seconds left, Tim Thomas inbounded the ball to Boris Diaw, 
who was set up on the right block with his back to the basket. The 6-8 
forward caught the pass, dribbled once to his right, pivoted back to his left, 
pump faked and calmly made a 12-foot turnaround jumper. Just as Suns 
coach Mike D'Antoni had planned, right? 

Hardly. Much like a Mark Cuban rip job on the refs, a lot more went into 
the play than it appeared. 

D'Antoni, figuring the Mavericks had the Suns well-scouted, opted not to 
run a play from the team’s standard playbook but instead drew up one that 
the Suns had used “one time about five months ago.” D’Antoni’s play called 

for Diaw to catch the inbounds pass and then pass to Nash. After 
starting at the 3-point line near the top of the key, Nash would 
take a back-door cut to the basket for a layup. 
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Nash was supposed to take the final shot, but a last-second 
switch gave Diaw the chance to win the game. 


One problem: When the Suns set up after the timeout, Nash heard the 
Mavericks coaches “basically yelling out exactly what was going to happen.” 
So, says Nash, “I was like, OK, plan B.” Nash thought about calling timeout 
but decided not to for a couple of reasons: Diaw was having a huge game— 
he already had scored a career-high 32 points—and was being defended 
by Jerry Stackhouse, who is an inch or so shorter than his listed height of 
6-6. Stackhouse, who never will be confused with Bruce Bowen, was 
guarding Diaw because the Mavs had placed a better defender, Adrian 
Griffin, on Shawn Marion. Nash figured if Thomas could make the pass in, 
the Suns’ best chance was for Diaw to go one-on-one against Stackhouse. 
If it had looked as though Thomas wasn’t going to be able to get the ball to 
Diaw, Nash would have called a timeout. 

Thomas got the ball to Diaw without any trouble and then, says D’Antoni, 
“Steve said, ‘Go, Boris; and Boris took it and scored.” Replays showed Diaw 
shuffled his feet when he was pivoting and could have been called for 
traveling. Now that really would have complicated the situation. —S.M. 
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He tweaked how the Mavs 
defended the pick-and-roll, which 
effectively limited the offense of 
MVP Steve Nash. 

He went with DeSagana Diop 
as his big man in place of Erick 
Dampier, and Diop showed 
enough mobility to bolster the 
Mavs’ interior defense. 

Nash took only one shot in the 
second half of Game 2 and found 
himself answering critics much 
like Kobe Bryant and James had 
to after not shooting much in the 
second halves of their Game 7 
losses. Nash, however, agreed 
with his critics—to a degree, “In 
hindsight | would have maybe 
tried to be a little more 
aggressive, but I 
kept feeling like I 
was making the 
right play,” Nash 
told reporters. 

Nash came out 
shooting in the 
fourth quarter of 
Game 3, but the 
Mavs slowed the 
pace and forced 
the Suns into a 
halfcourt offense. 
Nash was able to 
hit only two of 
his five shots, 


and the Suns were held to only 20 
points. The absence of Raja Bell, 
the team’s most reliable 3-point 
shooter in the playoffs, also hurt 
the Suns. Without Bell, Phoenix 
failed to shoot 45.0 percent in 
Games 2 and 3. 

In the East, the biggest 
adjustment involved the biggest 
man, Shaquille O’Neal. Sounding a 
refrain we've heard before, Shaq 
implored his teammates to get 
him the ball heading into in 
Game 3. They did, and the Heat 
took control of the series as 
O'Neal delivered his finest 
postseason effort in a long time. It 
wasn't so much his 27 points on 
11-of-15 shooting as it was his 
assertiveness— 
which no doubt 
was helped by 
the fact he 
wasn't called for 
a foul until the 
fourth quarter. 
Ben Wallace, left 
by himself much 
of the time to 
defend Shaq, had 
no answers. And 
when the Heat 
penetrated the 
lane, Wallace left 
O’Neal only to 


Young up-and-comers Diaw (top) and Howard are making themselves 
household names with their breakthrough playoff performances. 
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watch Wade or Antoine Walker 
serve their center a pass at the 
rim for an easy alley-oop dunk 
that, in his understated way, 
O’Neal calls a “very high 
percentage play for us.” 

When Shag is the force he was 
in Game 3, the Heat becomes as 
difficult to stop as the Suns are to 
slow. For that, they can thank 
Wade, who has been too quick 


and strong for the Pistons guards. 


In the first three games of the 
East finals, Wade made an 
astounding 33 of 48 shots (68.8 
percent) and was called “the 
most dynamic player” in the 
league by Pistons coach Flip 
Saunders. 

The Mavericks could argue 


Marion streaks, he scores! 
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Wallace may be a four-time 
Defensive Player of the Year, 
but even he can’t handle a 
fired-up Shaq by himself. 


that assessment because of the 
performance of Dirk Nowitzki, 
who averaged 16.7 rebounds and 
4.3 assists to go with his 
series-leading average of 
27.8 points. Nowitzki continued to 
shun 3-pointers to get 
higher-percentage shots, and the 
strategy worked. The Suns began 
the week still looking for an 
adjustment that could slow the 
7-footer’s production. 

And even for a coach as 
creative as D’Antoni, time was 
running out. SN 


WILFREDO LEE / AP 


Scoring trends from the first two rounds, when Western Conference teams averaged 101.8 points 
to East teams’ 95.6, continued in the first three games of the conference finals. 


AVERAGE 
Points 102.3 
7.3 10.3 6.7 

Quick points 30.0 10.0 8.0 
Shots 73.7 68.0 
3-point shots 19.0 19.7 15.0 
25-plus-point quarters 8 8 3 6 

The Suns scored the majority Neither the Heat nor Pistons 

of their super-quick points The Suns averaged just 2.1 reached 100 points in the 

after made shots when fewer shots in the conference first three games. 

Shawn Marion streaked to finals than they did in the 

the basket and took long regular season (a league-high 

passes from Steve Nash. The 87.4). The Heat and Pistons The Heat was on its way to 

majority of other teams’ averaged 7.5 and 6.3 fewer the first game in the 70s 

super-quick points came on shots. during this years conference 

fast breaks after turnovers. finals until it scored 16 points 


in the final 1:46 of Game 2. 


Super-quick points are points scored in the first 5 seconds of a 
possession (not including putbacks on offensive rebounds); quick points 
are the points scored in the next 5 seconds of a possession. 


A lucky bounce 


The Raptors defied the odds in claiming the No. 1 pick in the draft. 
The question now is what they'll do with it. By Sean Deveney 


o, this must be why 
Raptors general manager 
Bryan Colangelo decided 
to trade in his tanning 
lotion and golf clubs in 
Phoenix for the parkas and 
ice-fishing huts of the Great White 
North. Here's Colangelo, just three 
months into what has been one of 
the league’s toughest gigs, and 
already he is sitting on a heap of 
salary cap room, a pair of good 
young big men (Chris Bosh and 
Charlie Villanueva) and, now, a 
dang nice slice of NBA 
draft territory. OK, 
the nifty raise the 
Raptors offered 
helped get him 
to Toronto, 
but still, it 
seems 
Colangelo 
already is 
enjoying a 
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charmed life up north, eh? 

The Raptors had major lotto 
luck last week, turning an 8.8 
percent chance into the league’s 
first overall pick. But now comes 
the hard part: Colangelo must 
figure out how to translate that 
luck into a tangible building block. 
He has three options: 

Draft the best player available. 
Colangelo suggests there are “five 
or six” players who might be 
worthy of the top pick, but one 
G.M. says, “There are really only 
three.” Those three are Italy’s 
Andrea Bargnani, Texas’ LaMarcus 
Aldridge and LSU's Tyrus Thomas. 
Problem is, none of those three is 
a drop-dead, must-have player. 

And, worse, each is a power 
forward—the same position 
Bosh and Villanueva play. 

Make a trade. This 
sounds easy, and with 

rumors of 76ers guard Allen 


Iverson and Timberwolves 
forward Kevin Garnett on the 
trading block, Raptors fans might 
be tempted to imagine landing 
one of those guys. But there’s a 
reason NBA teams don’t trade the 
top pick. In the 15 years leading 
up to last year’s draft, only four 
No. 1 picks—Dwight Howard, 
Kwame Brown, Michael 
Olowokandi and Joe Smith—have 
not become All-Stars. Howard is 
sure to make it three. If Colangelo 
chooses this path, he leaves the 
franchise open to letting an 
All-Star slip away. 

Draft for need. The Raptors are 
likely to let point guard Mike 
James walk, which will make them 
woefully thin in the backcourt. But 
it would be risky for Colangelo to 
take, say, Randy Foye or Brandon 
Roy with the top overall pick. 
Drafting a small forward such as 
Adam Morrison or Rudy Gay also 
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would be risky—the Raptors 
would have to move second-year 
man Joey Graham to shooting 
guard, and few believe either 
Morrison or Gay is worth the top 
pick. 

So, Toronto’s likely move will 
be to take the best player it can. 
Colangelo, having already 
handled players such as Penny 
Hardaway and Stephon Marbury 
in Phoenix, is not going to get 
sucked into the cumbersome 
contracts belonging to guys such 
as Garnett or Iverson. Of all the 
things he said in the moments 
after winning the lottery, the 
most important was 
acknowledging the Toronto 
players simply aren’t very good. 

“I don’t think you can draft 
around any of the players we 
have,” Colangelo said. “You just 
have to take the best available 
player that addresses your 
overall needs. We have a depth 
issue, and we've got some very 
specific weaknesses. Whether or 
not the No. 1 pick addresses 
those weaknesses or areas is yet 
to be determined.” 

When it is determined, we'll 
know just how much the 
Raptors’ luck has changed. SN 
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et’s play word 
association, 
NASCAR style. 
Ready? Here 
goes: 

I say, respected. You 
say ... Mark Martin. 
Good. Here’s another. I 
say, loyal. You say ... 
Mark Martin. It’s OK to 
have the same answer. 
We'll do one more. | say, 
champion. You say ... 

You didn’t say Mark 
Martin that time. Is that 
how Martin, one of the 
greatest drivers in 
NASCAR history, will be 
remembered? As one of 
the greatest drivers 
never to win a 
championship? 

The numbers do not 
lie: 24 NASCAR Nextel 
Cup seasons with 35 
Cup victories (17th 
all time), a record 47 
Busch Series victories 
and five IROC 
championships. In 19 
years of full-time Cup 
competition, Martin has 
finished outside the top 
10 in points just four 
times. 

But zero Cup 
championships. 

Greatness and Ernie 
Banks at the same time. 

But numbers don’t 
tell a person’s story, 
and Martin is not about 
to say much about 
himself. So to get a 
feel for this man who, 
at 47, is completing 
his final full season 
as a Cup driver, we 
went to others— 
friends, colleagues, 
competitors—asking 
them to paint a picture 
of Mark Martin. 


HAROLD HINSON FOR SN 


So what if never gets his Cup title? 
To many in the garage, he’s still No. 1. 


By Lee Spencer 


Martin’s dad, Julian Martin, owned a 
trucking company in Arkansas, and that 
was the base for Martin’s start in racing. 
Cup team owner and fellow Arkansan 
Bill Davis was there at the beginning. 

“Mark came by it naturally. His father 
was one of the most competitive people | 
knew and a perfectionist. He was very, 
very, very driven to succeed, and he 
instilled that in Mark. 

“He taught Mark a strong work ethic at 
a very young age. There was a time when 
everyone thought Mark was just another 
rich kid that had guys working on his cars. 
While we certainly had help, he was out 
there working as hard as 
anyone else.” 


a 


Steve Peterson, now Nextel 
Cup’s technical director, worked 
with Martin during the time he 
won his four American Speed 
Association titles (1978-80, ’86). 
He was one of Martin's first crew 
chiefs during Martin's inaugural 
1981 Cup season. 

“There are three or four major 

chapters to Mark’s story. When 
people see Mark today, that’s 
not what he was always about. 
Mark is a little harder on 
himself than other people 
are. 

“When Mark returned to ASA 
(in 1984), it was very difficult on 
him emotionally. He had been to 
the top of the mountain and had 
seen the other side, then fell back 
down and had to crawl back up. 
That's difficult on anybody. It 
changed Mark from being more of 
an outgoing personality to 
probably a little more introverted 
personality. He was definitely more 
critical of himself. 

“In 1982 (in Cup), the sponsor 
that had been on the side of the 
car six months had not been 
paying its share of the bills. Mark 
saw his dad going bankrupt and 
his mom using up all her savings 
just to continue on in ’82. That 
was very hard on Mark from an 
emotional sense.” 


The Wood Brothers were early supporters 
of Roush Racing's Cup efforts, and Martin 
left quite an impression on owner Eddie 
Wood. 

“When you look at the intensity on his 
face, you can tell what kind of racer he is. 
It's all about racing. It’s all about doing his 
job at the highest level he can, and he has 
always been that way. Mark’s been tough 
ever since he got here. 

“He has finished second in points four 
times. That tells you something. He has had 
some bad breaks that have taken points 
and championships away from him. Things 
just happen in this business that you can’t 
control, and they happened to him when it 
meant the most. 

“But at the end of the day, he’s Mark 
Martin. That's all you can say about him.” 


No other driver has known Martin as long 
or as well as Rusty Wallace. The two began 
racing together on Midwest short tracks. 

“Mark has been a good clean driver all his 
life. He’s a quiet fellow. He has always gained a 
lot of the drivers’ respect. If he catches a driver, 
generally they'll get out of the way for him. 

“Every time you catch Mark, he always 
moves over for you and gives you more room to 
operate. He has done that his whole life. 

“He's a real straightforward kind of fellow. 
He never draws much controversy. | love him to 
death.” 
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Jack Roush gave Martin another shot at Cup in 1988, so when Roush 
needed a driver for the 2006 season, Martin agreed to delay his Cup 
retirement by a year to help his friend. 

Roush recalls his first race with Martin behind the wheel of the No. 6 Ford. 

“It was the Daytona 500, 1988. We wrecked our primary car in the 125s. It 
wasn't our fault. It’s just what happens in restrictor-plate races. 

“Then we took our Rockingham car and raced it in the 500, which 
didn’t offer a great result because it didn’t have the speed you needed 
for Daytona, and we needed it for Rockingham. We were working on our 
third car then but only had two ready to go. 

“But Mark was interested in helping me build the program with the 
limited resources | had and the limited support we had from Ford. We 
had all these limitations, but he understood and he was patient 
enough to work with me until | could get the business working” 
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Dale Earnhardt Jr's crew chief, Tony Eury Jr., has faced Martin 
in Cup and Busch races many times. 

“He's just really, really patient. ... He’s so smooth at so many 
places. He’s one of those old-time racers who is dedicated to the 


sport, like a David Pearson. He has never been on the aggressive 
side, but he goes when he has got to.” 


A man’s imprint can come in many forms. Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
explains: 

“Mark Martin gave me confidence. | remember going around 
him on the outside at Richmond going for one of my first 
Richmond wins. That meant a lot. 

“He taught me about going around at Charlotte one day, but 
he doesn't know that. It was in practice. | saw how he went 
around the track different than everyone else, and with his 
success, | knew he was the man to follow” 


Pat Tryson, Martin's crew chief for the past three seasons, 
looks back. 

“Mark Martin has always given it everything he has. He has 
been a class act his entire career. 

“He has always been at the top of his game. He has always 
been one of the guys you had to beat for the last 18 years. 

“| don’t know if there has ever been anyone like that in this 
sport. | don’t see him ever slowing down.” SN 


This is ... Mark Martin 


Musical taste: Runs the length of the FM 
dial. 
Who he’s listening 
to right now: Dr, Dre, 
< , Eminem. 
Sports hero growing 
up: > 4 
Favorite cheer-me-up: Son, Matt. 
Favorite driver for Matt to 
emulate: Dad (with some minor 
improvements). 
Favorite TV shows: Lost, 
Invasion. 
Favorite food: Fish. 
Preferred vehicle once his 
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racing days are over: 
Ford F-150. 
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After battling injuries, 

alcoholism and depression, 

KRIS JENKINS faces two 

new challenges— 
reclaiming his role as 
the NFL's best run 

stuffer and helping 

the Panthers get to 

the Super Bowl 

By Pat Yasinskas 


§ tis lunchtime at Bank of 
) America Stadium and Panthers 
defensive tackle Kris Jenkins is 
| creating what appears to be 
= the ultimate mismatch. 

The buffet line is waiting and 
Jenkins’ weight looks to be well 
north of 340 pounds. He fills a 
Styrofoam bowl with lettuce and 
tops it with a few drops of low-fat 
dressing. A row of meats and 
pasta is ahead, but Jenkins veers 
out of line, reaches into a cooler 
and grabs a bottle of water. 

“This is one of my six meals for 
the day,” he says with a laugh. 

Jenkins isn’t joking as much as 
he’s chuckling at the irony, As he 
attempts to come back from his 
second major injury in two years, 
he has become serious about 
what he eats and drinks. That was 
not the case before. Far from it. 

While establishing himself as 
perhaps the NFL's best run stuffer 
in 2002 and 2003, Jenkins pretty 
much subscribed to the Babe 
Ruth training regimen. He ate a 
lot. He drank a lot. The drinking, 
in particular, increased after 
Jenkins went on injured reserve 
with a season-ending shoulder 
injury in October 2004. After 
battling depression and making 
only a half-hearted comeback 
attempt, he returned for the 2005 
season but suffered a torn ACL in 
the opener. 

That led to rumblings around 
the league that Jenkins might be 
done or that he never would be 
the player he had been before the 


injuries. After all, there had been 
concerns about Jenkins’ maturity, 
work ethic, weight and attitude 
since he came out of Maryland as 
a second-round pick in 2001. He 
was dubbed “The Big Kid” by 
Panthers media members and 
could be as playful as a child one 
minute and as insolent as Barry 
Bonds the next. In recent months, 
more than one team official has 
started a conversation about 
Jenkins with a phrase like, “If Kris 
comes back healthy and with his 
head straight ... ” 

Jenkins, 26, is at a crossroad— 
and maybe the Panthers are, too. 
After coming within a game of the 
Super Bow! last season, they have 
gone all-out this offseason to try 
to take the next step. Jenkins’ 
injury history caused them to sign 


Jenkins learned from his mistakes and has been mech smarter in his 
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road 


two free-agent tackles, Maake 
Kemoeatu and Damione Lewis, as 
insurance. They filled other holes 
by signing receiver Keyshawn 
Johnson and drafting running 
back DeAngelo Williams. 

But Jenkins is the biggest piece 
of all—and he certainly is the 
biggest question mark. 


ention all that to 
Jenkins—and the 
7) rumbling that follows is 
| not from a hungry 
| stomach. 

“When I came into the league, 
nobody thought I had a shot in 
hell of being the best defensive 
tackle in the league,” he says. “I’ve 
always had to battle and fight the 
odds. I’ve always done it, and I’m 
still confident I can do it again. I 


rehab effort after last year’s knee injury. 


just want to be the best while I’m 
doing it.” 

Jenkins swallows a few more 
pieces of lettuce, then talks about 
how he’s approaching this 
comeback differently from the last 
one. He tells a story to 
demonstrate how serious he is. 
He was in New York the night 
before the draft in April, and he 
attended a party that included 
some other NFL players and some 
soon-to-be high draft picks. The 
old Kris Jenkins walked into the 
nightclub. A new one, he says, 
walked out 25 minutes later. 

“There were models and all 
sorts of celebrities all over the 
players,” Jenkins says. “I started 
thinking, ‘Why am I here? I don’t 
like this. I don’t need this.’ I left 
and went back to the hotel and 
went to sleep.” 

In the past, Jenkins admitted he 
drank too much in the months 
after his 2004 shoulder injury. But 
he also insisted it wasn’t a 
problem and that he wasn’t an 
alcoholic. “Now | might feel like, 
yeah, I was. When you're there, 
you want to say, ‘No, I wasn’t an 
alcoholic.’ But you drink a bottle 
of Grand Marnier in a night, I don’t 
care who you are, that’s an 
alcoholic.” 

Jenkins, who had never 
suffered a serious injury before, 
says he turned to alcohol to deal 
with the sudden isolation while 
missing the final 12 games of the 
season. He also admits he 
suffered from depression. 

“You hear everybody tell you 
the stories how you have to learn 
to walk away because football is 
going to end at some point,” he 
says. “But that’s like somebody 
telling you that it hurts when you 
take a 40-caliber pistol and you 
shoot your hand with it. You’re not 
going to know how that feels until 
you take that 40-caliber pistol and 
you shoot yourself in the hand. 
That's why I was depressed.” 

In the cloud of alcohol and 
depression, Jenkins says he loafed 
through the rehab of his shoulder; 
sometimes he didn’t even bother 
coming to sessions, never mind 
that he was fined several 
thousand dollars by the team. 
Sometime last offseason, with his 
weight around 375, Jenkins 
realized he wasn’t making a lot of 
progress toward getting back on 
the field. He began a starvation 
diet and slowed the drinking. 

“You have to realize at some 
point, OK, you’re drinking entirely 
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too much and you need to stop 
that,” Jenkins says. “That’s the 
best thing that’s happened to me 
in these two years because | 
learned that I don’t need football. 
I can still be the person that I am 
and the people that are closest to 
me are still going to be there 
whether I’m playing or not. My life 
is going to go on.” 

Jenkins trimmed his weight 
close to 335 by the end of camp 
and appeared ready as the season 
started. Then came the torn ACL. 
This time, Jenkins didn’t 
disappear: “I felt like going right 
back to the same thing, but I was 
like, ‘I can’t do that again.’ ” 


As the Panthers went on 
without him, compiling an 11-5 
record and advancing to the NFC 
championship game, Jenkins says 
he had an occasional glass of wine 
at home but always was in bed by 
10 p.m. so he could get to the 
team’s facility early the next day 
for rehab. 

Jenkins received an external 
push from a support group 
narrowed to include only the 
people he trusted most. He didn’t 
seek counseling about his 
drinking or depression. “I’m not 
going to pay somebody to talk 
with me,” Jenkins says. “That's 
what my Daddy is for.” 


armone Jenkins was a 

belt-carrying single father 

who raised Kris and his 

} brother, Cullen Jenkins, 25, 

a third-year defensive 
lineman with the Packers, ina 
tough area of Ypsilanti, Mich. 
Darmone used a strict hand to 
keep Kris and Cullen in school and 
involved in athletics while many of 
their friends fell into trouble. 

Immediately after Jenkins’ knee 

surgery, Darmone moved in with 
his son to assist him and be a 
sounding board. Jenkins’ tight 
circle also included Cullen, former 
Panthers teammate T.J. 
Washington and Livis Freeman, 


Five more in recovery mode 


whom Jenkins hired in 2005 to run 
his website (krisjenkins77.com) 
and coordinate his community 
involvement. 

Instead of going to nightclubs, 
Jenkins spent much of his free 
time speaking to youth groups. 
Three nights after his knee injury, 
he kept an engagement to speak to 
a group of youth football teams. 
He stood on crutches and used 
them as a prop to demonstrate 
that football doesn’t last forever. 
Jenkins didn’t just deliver the 
message; he started believing it. 

“I think Kris learned a lot from 
the first injury and matured from 
it,” says Panthers defensive end 
Mike Rucker. “He is around a lot 
more, and | think being with the 
fellows helps him.” 

Strengthening the knee and 
building flexibility were the first 
goals, but Jenkins’ weight soared. 
He began running in March, but 
the pounds were slow to fall off. 
That’s when he called in a 
nutritionist, who put him on a diet 
of six light meals a day to speed 
his metabolism. 

Now, Jenkins is starving to get 
back on the field. At the Panthers’ 
recent minicamp, he was held out 
of team drills, but he ran sprints, 
rode a bicycle and worked on 
making cuts. Jenkins might be 
cleared for workouts in June, or he 
might have to wait until training 
camp starts July 28. Regardless, 
team officials say they’re pleased 
with how Jenkins has handled this 
comeback. 


enkins doesn’t want to 
merely make a comeback. He 
| wants to be the dominant 

player he was before the 

injuries—or better. He wants 
to play a major role in establishing 
the Panthers’ line as the best in 
the league. 


Like the impact a healthy Kris Jenkins could have on the Panthers, these five 
players would provide big boosts for their teams by coming back strong from 
serious injuries. 

Saints QB Drew Brees (torn right labrum). It’s vital for the Saints that Brees 
provide immediate stability. If he’s not ready, the offense will be stuck with the very 
problem it was trying to solve by signing him. 

Dolphins QB Daunte Culpepper (three torn knee ligaments). Culpepper is 
looking for a fresh start on South Beach, but any setback that would prevent him 
from opening the season would leave this playoff-caliber team marooned. 

Bengals QB Carson Palmer (torn ACL and MCL). He holds the keys to the 
offense. If he can’t drive it from the start, the ride will go from smooth to bumpy. 

Bills OLB Takeo Spikes (torn Achilles’ tendon). With changes on the line and 
in the secondary, the linebackers unit remains the flagship of the Bills’ defense— says. “I’m tired of seeing 
and it sorely needs Spikes to be the primary playmaker. everybody else win it. 1 want one, 

Browns TE Kellen Winslow (torn ACL). The team needs Winslow to leave his too.” 
off-field derring-do behind, stay on the field for a full season and develop a good But he’s got to stay healthy— 
rapport with young quarterback Charlie Frye. Vinnie lyer and keep his head on straight. SN 


“That was an outstanding 
defensive line last year,” Falcons 
coach Jim Mora says. “You put 
Kris back in there healthy, and it’s 
scary.” 

As he tosses his bowl into a 
trash can and walks out with a 
half-empty water bottle, Jenkins 
makes it clear there’s work still to 
be done to get him and the 
Panthers where they want to be. “I 
want my Super Bowl ring,” he 


AL BEHRMAN / AP 
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_ Bonds is beyond the © 
Babe, but he’s behind 
_ pace—and time might = 
be running out—-to | 
reach his next 
significant milestone. | 


BASEBALL 


A seasonlong strike by minor league umpires 
has sweeping repercussions. 


A little more green for these men in blue 


triking minor league 
umpires have the support 
of their major league 
counterparts, who have 
taken up several 
collections on their behalf. 

Joe West, a 29-year big-league 
veteran, made clear his 
admiration for the 220 minor 
league umpires who have “stayed 
strong” throughout this two- 
month strike as high school and 
college umps take their place. 

“This whole mess is a show of 
strength (by Major League 
Baseball),” West says. “This is the 
only labor strife I've ever seen 
where the alternate work force is 
costing more than the regular 
guys did.” 

Adds Gary Darling, a 19-year 
veteran: “They deserve to get 
whatever they can. They’re 
underpaid.” 

Class AAA umpires can make 
$17,000 a season under the old 
agreement. For those at the 
lowest levels, the starting salary 
is about $1,800 per month. 

According to the union, 
baseball could make the problem 
go away for around $750,000 per 
season—or $25,000 per big-league 
franchise. 

“Maybe then I could get two 
apple pies with my supersize 
meal,” says Josh Miller, 29, a 
Pacific Coast League umpire in 
his seventh season. “I just want 
the fans to know we're not asking 
for a lot. We're just asking to 


€ BLOG ALERT 


As long as the minor league 
umps are out, baseball at 
all levels will take a hit. 


survive on a livable salary.” 

The Professional Baseball 
Umpiring Corp., a subsidiary of 
minor league baseball’s governing 
body, countered the union's 
proposal for a per diem increase 
with a figure $7 lower at each 
level. 

An earlier offer promised 
one-time raises of $100 per 
month, but that was effectively 
offset by a $400 annual increase 
in the insurance deductible. 

The latest union vote was 
scheduled for Tuesday, but an 
end doesn’t seem near. The two 
sides quibble over modest sums 
while a $4.5 billion industry, MLB, 
turns up its palms and lets its 
product be compromised. 


The Tigers are here to stay, and the 9 
White Sox aren't going to scare them. 


Tom Gatto says wins will keep rolling off the Motor City assembly line. 
But if you think the team will turn into a lemon in the second half, have 


your say at sportingnews.com. 
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“The integrity of the game is at 
stake,” says Miller, who serves on 
the executive board of the 
Association of Minor League 
Umpires. “They’re sacrificing 
everything for pocket change.” 

MLB washed its hands of the 
minor league umpires in 2000. But 
minor league umps still are 
calling as many as 1,500 fill-in 
games per season. 

Without regular work to keep 
their skills sharp, those fill-ins 
might blow more calls on the 
game’s main stage. 

What if those fill-ins extended 
their strike to the majors, where 
they are hired as independent 
contractors? 

Then, West says, “This would 
be over in three days.” 

So why hasn’t it happened? 
Widespread fear of dismissal 
among the minor league umps, 
even though the collective 
bargaining agreement between 
MLB and the World Umpires 
Association would seem to 
protect them. 

Big-league umpires also 


wonder why MLB 
refuses to get 
involved when its 
agreement with 
Minor League 
Baseball is 
believed to require 
payment of 70 
percent of the 
minors’ 
operational costs. 

“Baseball always 
tells us the 
umpires are the 
31st team,” West 
says. “Wouldn't 
you consider our 
minor league 
umpires, our 
prospects, part of 
that team?” 

The problems seem to be 
multiplying. Class AA Birmingham 
manager Chris Cron pulled his 
team off the field and forfeited a 
recent game after deciding the 
replacement umps had lost 
control. 

Class AAA New Orleans 
manager Tim Foli suggested 
teams would be better off having 
a coach call balls and strikes. 

And Class AAA Durham 
outfielder Delmon Young, the 
minors’ top prospect, received a 
50-game suspension after he 
protested a call and tossed his 
bat at replacement umpire 
Richard Cacciatore. 

Team officials are having a 
harder time evaluating prospects 
when strike zones fluctuate wildly. 
As a result, big-league clubs could 
be promoting players they might 
otherwise have bypassed. 

At the grass-roots level, the 
strike has left college and high 
school teams scrambling to find 
replacements for the 
replacements. 

Time for a makeup call. SN 


KIICHIRO SATO / AP 


The Cubs are hoping to get back 
1B Derrek Lee by mid-June, but will 
they be hopelessly buried by then? 
Struggling leadoff man CF Juan Pierre 
says of Lee’s upcoming return: “It 
propels you a little bit more, but the 
spinoff of that is he can’t bat leadoff, 
he can’t hit fifth, sixth and seventh in 
the lineup. | think his presence will do 
a lot, but the way we've been playing 
lately, | don’t know how many games 
he would have directly affected us 
winning” > As rookie CF Bria 
on continues to flail at the 

plate, the White Sox have given 
thought to moving Class AAA 3B Jost 

ls to the outfield. Fields, a former 


As DH Frat as and Padres C Mike Piazza may be nearing the 


Oklahoma State quarterback and 
2004 first-round pick, could play left 


with Scott Podsednik switching to 
center. Class AAA OFs Ryan Sweeney 
and Jerry Owens are other options. 


> One of the top prizes of this year's 
international amateur market is 
Dominican C Francisco Pena, the 


ends of their careers, but both remain power threats if pitchers let 
them get their arms extended. “I don’t think Frank is done?’ a rival 
scout says. “Similar to Piazza, there are times you think their bats are 
just not quick enough. They both have obvious, gaping holes on the 
inner half and you can tie them up so easily. But when you're as big 
and strong as they are and you can recognize pitches and cheat a 
little bit, you're going to hit your share of home runs:’ 


16-year-old son of Tony Pena, a former big-league catcher and manager and 
current Yankees coach. The Yankees, Mets and Braves have shown the most 
interest. Marlins C Miguel Olivo, who is from the same Dominican province, 
raves about Pena, particularly his throwing. The international signing period 
begins July 2. > If Indians RHP Jason Johnson doesn’t become more 


staff, G.M. Tir 

tobinson (pitching) and Sean Berry 
amateurs. Purpura’s idea sprung from 
Robinson and club adviser Nolan Rya 
pitchers on video. 


Star Heels headline a low-buzz draft 


Three years ago the Devil Rays weren’t able to sign third-round pick Andrew 
Miller, a lefthanded pitcher out of high school. Picking third in next week’s 
draft, the Rays would love to take another run at Miller, but he might be gone. 

The Royals and Rockies have the top two picks and are said to like the 
6-6 Miller, whose University of North Carolina teammate Daniel Bard—a 
righthander with an easy fastball that draws comparisons to the one thrown 
by the Blue Jays’ A.J. Burnett—also could go in the top 10. 

“For a guy as tall as he is, Miller is a pretty good athlete,” says an N.L. club 
Official. “I got him as high as 96 (mph) with a big slurvy breaking ball. He 
competes well.” 

Overall, though, scouts say this draft might be the weakest since 2000, and 
this is a particularly poor year for position players. Long Beach State third 
baseman Evan Longoria (no, he’s not related) and Texas outfielder Drew 
Stubbs figure to be the top two position players taken. 
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Purpura dispatched minor league coordinators Dewey 


consistent, keep an eye on 


LHP Jeremy Sowers, who was 20-5 
with a 1.95 ERA through his first 36 
pro starts and entered the week with a 
6-1 record and 0.94 ERA at Class AAA 
Buffalo. > Cubs 2B Todd Walker, who 
began his career in the Twins 
organization, predicts the $522 million 
stadium set to open in 2010 will help 
Minnesota retain and attract players. “I 
do think it will help in signing players,” 
Walker says. “I don’t think there’s any 
question about that.” However, the 
decision to build without a retractable 
dome means the Twins’ new digs will 
be “cold, cold, cold” each April and 
September, Walker says. In the short 
term, the Twins’ draft strategy could 
include a nod to the planned short 
porch in left field. They are well 
stocked with lefthanded power and 
now might tab a righty bat or two. 

> One rival scout believes the 
Dodgers have found a keeper in rookie 
C Russell Martin. “I've always liked 
Martin,’ the scout says. “I just think 
he’s a really solid catcher. He's 
becoming a real tough out who can hit 
with a little power, draw some walks 
and play good defense. Everything is a 
plus with him. He could be a premium 
catcher.” > If the Astros draft well this 
year, they may start a new trend. In 
addition to sending out his scouting 


(hitting) to evaluate a number of 
a predraft session last year in which 
n broke down dozens of amateur 


The Cubs’ promotion of Tony Womack from the minors gives them six 


usty Baker supposed to do with that 
kind of roster? 
With the weather heating up, perhaps 

‘s nagging hamstring 
problems will subside and the Mariners 
can get more production from him. 
After all, a six-homer pace just doesn't 
cut it for a $64 million investment. 
If the Phillies don't get rookie lefty Cole 
Hamels back soon, that three-team race 
in the National League East will be down 
to the Mets and Braves. 
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BASEBALL 


Offseason 
bargain 
hunters will 
have to be 
careful not 
to mistake 
flea market 
flotsam 

for Fifth 
Avenue 
finery 

By Shawn 
Reid 


t happens 

every year: 

Like college 

students who 

spend their 
last bit of meal 
money on lottery 
tickets, some 
teams just can’t 
stop themselves 
from going nuts 
when the 
free-agent market 
opens. 

For those 
clubs lacking 
self-control, a bit 
of advice: Avoid 
underachieving 
players trying to 
cash in on a walk 
year (see A.J. 
Burnett) or guys 
who got hot while 
performing ona 
big stage (see 
Carlos Beltran 
circa 2004). 

This year’s 
free-agent crop 
promises to bea 
lot juicier than last 
year’s, so plenty of 
players will bank 
huge coin. But not 
every club will 
pack sanity on its 
trip to the 
marketplace. 
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Attention, shoppers 


Fifth Avenue Great merchandise, if you have the cash 


OF/2B Alfonso Soriano, Jays signed Burnett to a 
Nationals. So much for $55 million contract last 
cavernous RFK Stadium winter. Both pitchers were 
sending Soriano’s numbers born in 1977, and Mulder 
diving like a Washington has better career numbers 
politician’s approval ratings. and fewer injury concerns 
Soriano still is bombing the than Burnett did when he 


ball (17 homers, 34 RBIs) 


entered the free-agent ( ) 
and stealing bases (12 in 16 


market. Plus, Mulder is. 


attempts). He reluctantly ~~ _lefthanded. He'll be able to 
moved to the outfield in. 3 get a bigger deal than 
spring training, but the & Burnett; you and Mulder can 
switch could pay off big: His S take that to the bank. 
newfound versatility might LF Carlos Lee, Brewers. 
make him more attractive to the Yankees, who could be in Albert Pujols isn’t the only National League hitter putting up 
the market for a corner outfielder. — video game numbers. Since he was traded to Milwaukee before 
LHP Mark Mulder, Cardinals. No one—probably not the 2005 season, Lee has proved he can carry an offense. 
even A.J. Burnett—was happier than Mulder when the Blue Let's just hope his back is strong enough to support his wallet. 


Outlet mall Don't be fooled by the name brands 


RHP Jason Marquis, Cardinals. After a strong finish in 2005, 
Marquis seemed on his way to a big payday when he took his first 
spin through the free-agent showroom. But his 5.12 ERA and 
continued inconsistency have changed that. He has not proved 
he’s anything more than a No. 5 starter. 

LF Cliff Floyd, Mets. If Floyd had been a free agent after last 
season, when he was one of the Mets’ few bright spots at the 
plate, he would have cashed in. New York's offense is better this 
season, but Floyd has flat-out stunk. His power production has 
dropped off, and he has been flirting with the Mendoza line. 

CF Juan Pierre, Cubs. He was acquired to be the spark plug, 
someone who finally could add speed to the Cubs’ offense. The 
only thing Pierre's performance (.231 average, .268 OBP) has 
sparked is disappointment. There’s a premium in the marketplace 
for leadoff hitters who can 1) get on base and 2) steal a base or 
two and manufacture a run. Pierre is having trouble with Step 1. 

RF Milton Bradley, A’s. The good news: Bradley hasn't been 
sent to the corner for a timeout because of an outburst this 
season. The bad news: He barely has played because of injuries. 
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Flea market Do | really want this in my house? 


RHP Chan Ho Park, Padres. He's in the last year of an absurd contract 
he was given after benefiting from working in a pitchers park. He’s pitching 
well again this season, now that he calls spacious Petco Park home. Deja vu, 
anyone? No team should be fooled into repeating the Rangers’ $65 million 


mistake. ( ) 
RF Jose Guillen, Nationals. He's moody, he’s streaky, and this year he’ s = 
struggling at the plate. Guillen has worlds of talent, but at 30 it’s past time 
for him to begin using it. Listen to Nancy Reagan, everyone—just say no. 
3B Aubrey Huff, Devil Rays. The D-Rays’ lineup gradually has improved 
the past few seasons, but Huff's production hasn't. That's a disturbing trend. 
The fact he doesn’t have a true position decreases his bargaining power. SN 


BOB LEVERONE / SN 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


@ Before the game, Arizona’s 
Russ Ortiz, who won 36 games 
for the Braves in 2003 and '04, 
comments that Atlanta's 
pitching staff just isn’t what it 
used to be. Ortiz then returns to | 
what he was doing—trying to 

break a pane of razor-thin glass 
with his fastball. 


@ The Battle of the A.L. Underachievers. It seems the 
only thing the Angels have won lately is the right to 
use the name Los Angeles. Just a couple of weeks 
after separating Adam Kennedy and 
Chone Figgins during a 
heated postgame 
debate, Darin Erstad 
must break up an 
argument between Jeff Weaver and Casey Kotchman 
during a team-bonding dinner at a Mexican 
restaurant. It seems both guys wanted to wear the 
“Senor Suck” sombrero. 


NICK UT / AP 


@ When these teams met in early 
May, the Cards’ Juan Encarnacion 
and the Reds’ Edwin Encarnacion 
(no relation) homered in the same 
game. The odds of two Encarnacions 
homering in the same game? 
Roughly the same as the odds of all 
three Molina brothers choosing the 
baked potato over the fries. 
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SUNDAY, 6/4 
——— MONDAY, 6/5 
Reds at Cardinals 


TUESDAY, 6/6 
Tigers at White Sox 


WEDNESDAY, 6/7 
Pirates at Rockies 


presents 


Dream week 


Blue Jays at Devil Rays 


BThe Twins swept the Ass earlier 
this season in Minnesota. The 
<. lwins refer to that series as the 
~ highlight of their season; the A's 


June 1-7 > 
2 Milton Bradley refers to it as 
-———— THURSDAY, 6/1 AYE. © “worse than sharing a toothbrush 
Diamondbacks at Braves = with Jeff Kent” 
FRIDAY, 6/2 1 With hurricane season 
Twins at A’s upon us, where’s the safest 
place to be in Tampa this 
SATURDAY, 6/3 weekend? Anywhere behind 
Angels at Indians first base at the Trop. The Devil 
Rays are keeping shortstop 


B.J. Upton (53 errors at Class 
AAA in 2005) in the minors, 
and Blue Jays shortstop Russ 
Adams was demoted last 
week after his 10th miscue. 


@ If you penciled this in as a battle 
of the A.L. Central's top two teams 
before the season began, raise your 
hand. Says Tigers manager Jim 
Leyland: “My hands might as well 
have been stapled to my desk.” 


DUANE BURLESON / AP 


Watching former Pirate Josh Fogg play long toss before the game, 
Pittsburgh G.M. Dave Littlefield says letting Fogg go this past offseason 
was the toughest decision he’d made since not giving his bank account 
information to the ousted Prince Akinomistad of Zaire in an e-mail 
solicitation. —Chris Bahr 


BALTIMORE ORIOLES 


RHP Hayden Penn (appendicitis) was lost to the club last week 
before he could throw a pitch. He is expected to return later this 
season. The club replaced Penn with LHP Adam Loewen, its only 
other high-level pitching prospect. Loewen's stay with the 0’s likely 
will be brief, but he'll be in the big leagues for good next year; he'll 
be out of minor league options after 2006. ... RHP Chris Ray, the 
closer, last week worked more than an inning in three straight 
appearances—his first such outings this year—but the club will hold 
him to one inning as often as possible. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
CF Corey Patterson's recent hot hitting has been fueled by his 
bunting ability. After he began the season 1-for-18, the club 
convinced him to work more on laying down bunts. The speedster 
legged out some bunt hits, which helped him relax at the plate. He 
soon was hitting line drives to all fields. —Spencer Fordin 


TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS 


Before landing on the D.L. this week with a groin injury, LHP Casey 
Fossum had improved his control and was more effective overall 
after making several adjustments. Fossum had honed his two-seam 
fastball and stopped trying to be perfect with inside pitches. ... 

SS Julio Lugo wasn't in top form immediately after returning from 
the D.L. last month. Lugo says he needed 10 days to get back to 
game speed and regain his timing after missing 28 games with an 
abdominal strain. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: If manager Joe 
Maddon had his way, he’d start all righthanded hitters against Blue 
Jays ace RHP Roy Halladay. Lefthanders struggle against Halladay’s 
two-seam fastball, which darts away from them as it reaches the 
plate. Maddon started three lefthanded batters and two switch 
hitters against Halladay in a game last month. The five were 
2-for-17 combined against Halladay in a 4-1 loss. —Bill Chastain 


BOSTON RED SOX 


The club can get by without a 
lefthanded reliever because 
RHPs Keith Foulke and David 
Riske are effective against 
lefthanded hitters. Foulke’s 
changeup cuts in on 
lefthanders and often induces 
popups. ... 3B Mike Lowell's 
swing is more direct to the 
ball this season. Lowell broke 
down his swing during the 
offseason and noticed there 
was too much movement. 
That led to his hitting foul 
balls on pitches he should 
have hit hard in fair territory. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
Discussion about 1B Kevin 
Youkilis always centers on 
his outstanding plate 
discipline, but that isn’t why 
he has come up big in his 
first season as an everyday 
player. Annual offseason 
work at the Athletes 
Performance Institute in 
Tempe, Aniz., has increased 
Youkilis’ strength and agility, 
which give him more pop at 
the plate and better fielding 
ability. -lan Browne 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


CF Johnny Damon will keep playing despite a broken bone in his right foot, 
and he insists the injury doesn't limit his speed. Still, look for manager Joe 
Torre to occasionally rest Damon or use him as the DH. ... The addition of 
Terrence Long, 30, gives Torre more options in the outfield. Long's power 
has been on the decline, but he still hits for a decent average. Perhaps 
most important, he can play any outfield spot. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
RHP Kyle Farnsworth can throw in the upper 90s, but to be effective he 
knows he must use his slider as an out pitch. Farnsworth recently froze 
Red Sox DH David Ortiz with a third-strike 86-mph slider that allowed him 
to escape a bases-loaded situation. Farnsworth, 
who used to simply try to overpower hitters, is 
throwing his slider about 33 percent of the time 
this season—and about half the time when he 

% has two strikes on the batter. —Mark Feinsand 


S TORONTO BLUE JAYS 


, S The club soon might move strong-armed 
= 2B Aaron Hill back to shortstop, his preferred 
position, after demoting SS Russ Adams to 
Class AAA Syracuse to work on becoming a 
second baseman. For now, utilityman John McDonald and minor league 
veteran Luis Figueroa will play shortstop. ... Rookie RHP Ty Taubenheim 
has been a pleasant surprise as a fill-in starter. His fastball reaches the 
low 90s, and he mixes in an effective slider, curveball and changeup. 
Taubenheim was acquired from the Brewers with 1B Lyle Overbay in the 
offseason. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Adams’ footwork has been at the 
root of his problems in the field. He’s at Syracuse to clear his head, and 
playing second—with shorter throws to first—is part of the process. If 
Adams regains his confidence and fine-tunes his footwork and release 
point, he could rejoin Toronto this season. —Jordan Bastian 
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BASEBALL 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


Newly recalled RHP Jeff Nelson, 39, will work in a late-inning 
relief role; the team is confident his off-speed stuff still is 
good enough to neutralize righthanded hitters. ... 

OF/IF Rob Mackowiak has been getting more starts in 
center field, but the club hasn't given up on rookie 

CF Brian Anderson. Mackowiak, a lefthanded hitter, is 
spelling Anderson, a righthanded hitter, against tough 
righthanded pitchers. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: C AJ. 
Pierzynski has made slight adjustments to his hitting 
mechanics, but the main reason for his early success at the 
plate is a change in approach. Pierzynski set a career high 


with 18 home runs last year but got too caught up in trying 
to hit for power, which led to a career-low .257 average. Since the start of spring camp, 
Pierzynski has focused on getting hits and hitting the ball where it's pitched. The results: a 
.336 average, sixth best in the A.L., and just two home runs in 149 at-bats, —Scott Merkin 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


After a sizzling April (.467), C Victor 
Martinez cooled down considerably in 
May (.241). Martinez began chasing more 
pitches outside the strike zone, and 
pitchers were able to get ahead of him 
with changeups. ... The decision to put 
prized starting prospect RHP Fausto 
Carmona in the bullpen signals a shift to 
a win-at-all-costs philosophy. The move 
benefits the team more than Carmona, 
who must adjust to the majors while filling 
a role in which he has had little experience. 
... Now that he has settled in as a reliever, 
RHP Jason Davis likely will stick in the 
majors, His 96-mph fastball will be more 
effective because he doesn’t have to pace 
himself. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 

RF Casey Blake's torrid and surprising 
start at the plate is the result of his 

laying off pitchers’ pitches. In the past, he 
had a tendency to chase everything, but 
these days he's laying off or fouling off 
tough pitches and taking advantage of 
pitchers’ mistakes. —Anthony Castrovince 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


LHP Mark Redman (forearm), out with an 
injury for the second time this season, still 
hasn't won and has a 6.88 ERA. The team 
already has shown it’s willing to drop a 
starter, though Redman’s contract might be 
too big to eat. LHP Jimmy Gobble is 
starting in Redman’s place, ... There was 
one bright spot during the team’s losing 
streak: CF David DeJesus (hamstring) 
started his minor league rehab with 

Class AAA Omaha. When he retums, he will 
be counted on to add some energy in the 
leadoff spot. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
The team’s top prospects are trying to 

find their best positions in the minors. 

1B Justin Huber is playing outfield at 
Class AAA. 3B Alex Gordon could move to 
first at Class AA. Gordon’s move could 
come in handy if 3B Mark Teahen returns 
from Omaha, where he has been on a tear. 
Billy Butler switched from third to the 
outfield last year. All are highly regarded 
hitters who simply need more experience 
in the field. Dick Kaegel 
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DETROIT TIGERS 


After Reds CF Ken Griffey took RHP Joel 
Zumaya deep on a 100-mph fastball, 
Zumaya vowed he was going to mix in his 
off-speed pitches more often. Though 
more changeups could cost him strikeouts, 
they likely will result in more ground balls. 
... 3B Brandon Inge’s bunt with the Royals 
playing him deep at third base is an 
example of what manager Jim Leyland 
wants to see from more of his players. 
Regardless of whether they are effective, 
the bunts prompt the defense to move in 
and open up more gaps for ground-ball 
hits. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: CF Curtis 
Granderson has not stolen as many bases 
as expected, but the threat of his doing 

so affects the rest of the lineup. Pitchers 
pay plenty of attention to Granderson 
when he is on base because of his big 
leads. Even if he doesn't run, he sets up 
the hitter to see more fastballs and 
potentially more mistakes while the pitcher 
worries about the runner and setting up 
his catcher for a throw. Jason Beck 


MINNESOTA TWINS 


LF Shannon Stewart's injured left foot has 
given OF Jason Kubel a second chance to 
prove he's ready for a full-time job in the 
majors. Kubel, who missed all of last 
season because of a knee injury, admitted 
he let the pressure get to him when he 
opened the season with the Twins. But 
consistent at-bats with Class AAA 
Rochester helped him find his groove 
offensively, and Kubel looks better 
prepared to make the jump. ... Patience at 
the plate hasn't always been a priority for 
CF Torii Hunter, but he has altered his 
approach after watching video from earlier 
this season that showed him striking out by 
chasing pitches. Evidence of the change 
was a career-high 3-walk game against 
the Indians. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 

IF Nick Punto worked with Rod Carew this 
spring on taking advantage of his speed by 
changing his stance and shortening his 
swing. Punto has kept the ball on the 
ground and taken it the other way instead 
of trying to hit for power. —Kelly Thesier 


a 
= 
o| 
z 
= 
5 
z 
= 


LOS ANGELES ANGELS 


MLB.com J 


RHP Jered Weaver figures to remain in the rotation at least until RHP Bartolo Colon 
(shoulder) returns from the D.L. Colon might be back this month. Weaver, the 
younger brother of Angels RHP Jeff Weaver, has excellent command and a wide 
variety of pitches. ... Chone Figgins’ versatility as a utilityman finally has taken a 
toll on his defense. Figgins began the week with nine errors—he had 10 all last 
season. While primarily playing center field with Darin Erstad (ankle) on the D.L, 
Figgins hasn't always gotten the correct read on line drives and still is learning 
when to provide support for the comer outfielders. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The 
Angels have tried to be more patient at the plate, a challenge for a team that 
prefers an aggressive approach. But their lack of power requires that they get 
runners on base and put the offense in motion. SS Orlando Cabrera is having the 
toughest time making the transition. Rookie C Mike Napoli and veteran DH Tim 
Salmon are the most comfortable at taking extra pitches. —Mike Scarr 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


There is quiet concem regarding the health of 
RHP Huston Street, who hasn't looked 
anything like the dominant closer who ran 

away with the 2005 A.L. Rookie of the Year 
award. He missed two weeks earlier this season 
with a strained pectoral muscle and entered the 
week with a 10.80 ERA when pitching for a 
second consecutive day. ... OF/1B Nick 
Swisher struggled recently because he was 
swinging for the fences. He's at his best 
spraying line drives to all fields. ... RHP Joe 
Blanton's spot in the rotation might be in 
danger. His weight and fitness are concerns, not 
to mention his 6.02 ERA. Because of his “split” 
contract—he won't make big-league money in 
Class AAA—the A's won't hesitate to make a 
move. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When 

RHP Esteban Loaiza returns, his arm slot will 
help indicate whether his shoulder remains a 
concem. If he throws over the top or close to it, 
he's fine—and the cut fastball on which he so 
heavily relies will sink. If his arm drops down, 
he’s not quite right—and his cutter will be flat 
and far more hittable. -Mychael Urban 


TEXAS RANGERS 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


The Mariners are convinced 
RHP Joel Pineiro will be fine 

if he gains command of his 
fastball in the early innings. 
Pineiro had a 3.72 ERA in 
early May, then lost three 
consecutive starts. During the 
losses, he allowed eight 

walks and 16 eamed runs in 
14 innings and struck out only 
four. Most of the damage 
happened in the first few 
innings. A pep talk from 

LHP Jarrod Washburn has 
Pineiro believing that attacking 
hitters early in the game will 
help. ... DH Carl Everett has 
been a positive influence in 
the clubhouse and, after a 
slow start, his hitting is 
improving. Everett hit .220 

in April and entered the 

week batting .287 in May. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
There is a particular 
checkpoint Mariners hitting 
coach Jeff Pentland looks for 
when RF Ichiro Suzuki is 
going well at the plate: how 
hard he's hitting the ball. 
Pentland says Suzuki was 
driving the ball more during his 
18-game hitting streak, a sign 
his early struggles—well, 
struggles for him—are finished. 
Suzuki hit .287 in April and 
.346 during his first 25 games 
in May. —Corey Brock 


Switch-hitting OF Jason Botts was called up to split time with Phil Nevin at DH. 
Botts will play against righthanded pitchers; Nevin, hitting .198 against 
fighthanders and .286 against lefthanders, likely will be limited to starting against 
lefties. ... RHP Frank Francisco, 13 months removed from elbow surgery, is about 
a month away from being an option for the bullpen. LHP Brian Anderson, also 
coming back from elbow surgery, might be ready to join the rotation after the 
All-Star break. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 2B Mark DeRosa has embraced coach 
Rudy Jaramillo's style of hitting and now is a serious threat in the lower half of 
the Rangers’ lineup. DeRosa is staying back and using a front-foot “toe-tap” to 
time his swing. He had been out front, landing with all his weight on his front foot 
and often lunging at the ball. He is hitting .322 with a .567 slugging percentage 
and a .398 on-base percentage. On a team known for slugging infielders, all three 
numbers are the highest among Rangers with at least 90 at-bats. —T.R. Sullivan 


A few more innings need to 
be played in the stadium game 


Ballparks have undergone a 
renaissance the past decade or 
so. The transformation continued 
this season with the opening of 
the new Busch Stadium in 
St. Louis and the approval of 
plans for parks in Minneapolis, 
Washington and New York. 

That leaves a small group of 
teams still in need of stadium 
deals, most notably the Marlins, 
one of my old clubs, and the A’s. 

There is a nice fan base in 
south Florida, and the fans 
themselves are good, but Dolphin 
Stadium is boring and gives fans 
no added incentive to bake in the 
heat and humidity. The only good 
thing about the park is that it’s 
close to the interstates and 
Florida’s Turnpike. 

The Marlins will need to 
relocate if they can’t get a new 
stadium in south Florida, but 
obviously it hasn’t been easy to 


strike a deal. Floridians don’t 
want to pay more taxes to build a 
place they might not visit for 
years, and the area still is trying 
to repair hurricane damage. 

I guess the A’s need anew 
place, too. The Coliseum is OK, 
but if the franchise gets a shot at 
a baseball-only facility it ought to 
pursue it. 

Generally speaking, people 
don’t want to pay extra taxes to 
get new parks built, but I think 
using a little bit of public money 
is OK. No owner should get off 
scot-free, however; he should put 
a significant amount of money 
into the project, with the 
percentage to be determined ona 
case-by-case basis. 

I've learned from playing that a 
team has a definite economic 
impact on a city through revenue 
from hotels, car rentals, tickets, 
parking and concessions. 


Oh, and teams make out all 
right with a new park, too. The 
Nationals, for instance, can count 
on big revenue from the sale of 
luxury suites, additional 
advertising opportunities and 
stadium naming rights. And the 
fans will come—the new park will 
be yet another tourist attraction 
in D.C. 

I'm torn about the New York 
teams getting new parks, though. 
How can the Bronx Bombers leave 
Yankee Stadium? Yeah, the place 
is 80-something years old, but it 
still supports the largest payroll in 
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There’ll be no vacancies for vermin at the pricey new park in Flushing. 
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the game. Most games are sold 
out, so what’s the big deal—other 
than the club being able to strike 
while the iron is hot? The Mets 
have an easier time selling the 
idea of a new park because Shea 
Stadium has far less history. 

But if you bulldoze Shea, where 
are the rats going to sleep? The 
new park ought to be rodent- 
proof, especially if it’s going to 
cost $900 million or so to build. 


Todd Jones is a reliever for 
h the Tigers. E-mail him at 


tjones @ sportingnews.com. 


NEW YORK METS / AP 


NAL. EAST _ 


ATLANTA BRAVES 


2B Marcus Giles has struggled so far this season. Not only is his 
uppercut swing leading to too many strikeouts, but it isn't yielding 
the power he usually produces. ... RHP Jorge Sosa’s improved 
pitch selection and location could lead to a lasting spot in the 
rotation. ... Though he has been inconsistent at the plate, LF Ryan 


Langerhans’ defensive ability keeps him in the lineup. His problems 


on offense during May were partly caused by a sore right hand. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RHP John Smoltz struggled early this 
season in part because he couldn't get a feel for the baseball on 
chilly days. Smoltz often asks the plate umpire for new balls 
because he wants to find the right seams to get optimum control 
with his split-finger fastball and changeup. Since the weather has 
warmed, it has been easier for Smoltz to get a good grip on balls 
and his strikeouts have increased. —Mark Bowman 


FLORIDA MARLINS 

Manager Joe Girardi plans to make liberal use of his top four 
outfielders—RF Jeremy Hermida, LF Josh Willingham, CF Reggie 
Abercrombie and OF Joe Borchard—especially in the Florida 
heat. Girardi doesn’t want any outfielder playing as many as 16 
games in a row. ... RHP Brian Moehler credits much of his 
recent improvement to becoming comfortable with starting 

C Miguel Olivo. Earlier, Olivo and Willingham split time at catcher. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Studying videotape helped 1B Mike 
Jacobs end his funk. He watched at-bats from last season, when 
he played 30 games for the Mets, and noticed that when he was 
going well, he tapped his front foot on the ground before a pitch a 
lot less than he had been doing this season. Jacobs realized he 
might have become too anxious at the plate. Once he slowed the 
tapping, he got better results. —Charlie Nobles 


Hernandez 


NEW YORK METS 


G.M. Omar Minaya believes 

RHP Orlando Hernandez will be more 
than a stopgap and that he will solidify 
the rotation. Last week's trade for 
Hernandez made it less likely the club 
will promote highly regarded RHP Mike 
Pelfrey from the minors. ... For now, 
there's a three-man rotation at second 
base. Jose Valentin and Chris Woodward 
will share time with Kazuo Matsui, who 
was dependable in the field but didn’t hit 
well enough to keep the job full time. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: After striking 
out with the bases loaded in the ninth 
inning of a 1-0 loss to the Cardinals, 

3B David Wright had a talk with himself 
about patience and slowing down his 
mechanics, not his swing. He won the 
next game with a long single to center 
field and subsequently hit home runs 

in three straight games, ending a 
homerless streak that had reached 

78 at-bats. —Marty Noble 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


<, RHP Ryan Madson is returning to the rotation to replace LHP Cole 
~ Hamels (shoulder). Madson has momentum, having thrown seven 
= strong relief innings against the Mets. He credits that success to a 
2 mechanical adjustment—he has moved his hands lower in the set 


position. ... OF Shane Victorino has made the most of his chance 
to play regularly and is batting better than .335. His defense has 
been outstanding, too. But with Pat Burrell and Bobby Abreu at the 
corner spots and the return of CF Aaron Rowand (nose), Victorino 
still is the fourth outfielder. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 1B Ryan 
Howard is a work in progress on defense. His concentration lapses 
lead to impulsive, sometimes risky decisions. Coaches have been 
working with Howard to set his feet differently, especially with a 
runner on first. They love his aptitude for learning and think he'll 
improve with repetition. —Ken Mande! 


WASHINGTON NATIONALS 

RHP Livan Hernandez has been mentioned in trade rumors, but he 
wants to remain with the Nationals. Even though he has been on 
championship clubs elsewhere, Hernandez says his time with 
Washington has been his happiest in baseball, largely because the 
Nationals allow him to pitch in peace. ... An MRI on RHP Zach Day's 
shoulder revealed he has tendinitis. Day, who's on the D.L., was given 
a cortisone shot, and he's optimistic he won't need surgery. 

SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: LF Alfonso Soriano has provided power 
and speed, but his work ethic has most impressed G.M. Jim 
Bowden. Soriano has drawn raves for his workout regimen and 
videotape study, He looked at video before a game and noticed 
Orioles LHP Bruce Chen had a slow delivery. Soriano then stole 
second and third in the first inning. Bowden also says Soriano has 
fared better than expected on defense. —Bill Ladson 
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CHICAGO CUBS 


RHP Kerry Wood will be brought along slowly as he 
continues to come back from arthroscopic shoulder 
surgery. Wood wasn't able to throw between his first 
and second starts, and the team gave him an extra 
day before his third. ... Veteran Tony Womack may 
emerge as the starter at second base. Womack, who 
was released by the Reds in April, will get the bulk of 
Starts against righthanded pitchers. He brings speed, 
good defense and an attitude that was missing in the 
clubhouse. ... When C Michael Barrett begins his 
suspension, the Cubs will have to call up a fill-in from 
the minors. Geovany Soto, a solid defensive catcher, is 
the leading candidate. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
When LF Matt Murton lets his hands do the work, he 
drives the ball up the middle. But when he doesn't, he 
hits fly balls to right or rolls over the ball. It took three 
days of hard work in the batting cage in Florida to get 
his hands in the proper position. —Carrie Muskat 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


Manager Ned Yost has been careful not to overuse 
RHP Matt Wise, who is two years removed from major 
elbow surgery. Wise has been the team’s best setup 
man but pitched just six times in the first 22 games 
this month and is used only when the team has a 
narrow lead in the late innings. ... LF Carlos Lee was 
3-for-30 and on a 13-game homerless streak before 
hitting his 200th career home run last week. Lee 
says he was pressing to reach the milestone, and the 
team hopes he'll return to form now that he’s past 
200. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: CF Brady Clark had 
a run-in last week with umpire Bill Welke, who 
objected to Clark’s sticking his elbow over the plate 
on an inside pitch. Clark started wearing a thick elbow 
guard last season when he was hit by pitches 18 
times—third most in the N.L.—and continues to wear 
the guard this season. Clark denies Welke’s assertion 
that he was trying to get hit. Adam McCalv 


Out of the pen and 
into the spotlight 


Back in the day, Phillies righthander Ryan 


Madson’s seven-inning relief stint would have 


been nothing special. But in this era of 
lefthanded specialists, three-out closers and 


bullpens more fragile than a certain slugger’s 


knees, Madson’s effort last week against the 
Mets stands out. 

Madson threw 105 pitches in this season’s 
longest relief stint; he eclipsed the pitch 


counts of both the game’s starters, teammate 


Gavin Floyd (101) and Steve Trachsel (102). 
But compare Madson’s outing to some of 
baseball’s legendary relief work: 


George “Zip” Zabel. Here’s an unbreakable 


record: 18% innings in relief in one game. On 
June 17, 1915, Zabel, a Cubs righthander, 


replaced injured starter Bert Humphries with 


two outs in the top of the first inning, and he 


still was in the game when an errant throw in 


the bottom of the 19th gave Chicago a 4-3 
victory over Brooklyn. 
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CINCINNATI REDS 


Inconsistency was the reason LHP Dave Williams 
was designated for assignment before being dealt to 
the Mets. For now, RHP Elizardo Ramirez will fill the 
fifth starter role. Ramirez, 23, lacks great stuff but 
doesn’t hurt himself with walks and is getting better 
at locating his pitches. ... In his first start back from 
the D.L. after knee surgery, LHP Eric Milton threw his 
fastball in the mid- to high 80s. Milton, whose fastball 
usually hits the low 90s, will need a few starts to 
build his arm strength. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
After a poor start, LHP Chris Hammond has been 
more effective. He is locating his changeup for strikes 
against both lefthanded and nghthanded hitters. To 
stay sharp during long periods of inactivity, Hammond 
throws 30 pitches up to five days a week without 
warming up or long tossing. It's a regimen he picked 
up with the Braves in 2002 while working with 
pitching coach Leo Mazzone. —Mark Sheldon 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 

Manager Jim Tracy and his staff promised to place an 
emphasis on fundamentals, but the result of their 
work has been negligible. Poor situational hitting and 
defensive miscues have been commonplace. The team 
will not improve its performance in close games until 
the players learn to do the little things right. ... 

IF Freddy Sanchez, one of the club’s few consistent 
hitters, will continue to play regularly when 3B Joe 
Randa (foot) returns from the D.L. Tracy plans on using 
Sanchez at third base, second base and shortstop for 
120 games this season. Randa’s return date is 
uncertain, SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: Before he was 
dropped from the heart of the order to sixth for one 
game, LF Jason Bay was pressing and chasing pitches 
that were out of his comfort zone. After producing a 
couple of clutch hits from the No. 6 slot, Bay returned 
to the middle of the order and maintained a more 
relaxed and patient approach at the plate. —Ed Eagle 


HOUSTON ASTROS 


RHP Brad Lidge regained his closer job after working on his 
mechanics. He also will pitch in more nonsave situations than 
before. Manager Phil Garner wants to give Lidge regular work; 
Gamer says too much time between outings contributes to 
Lidge’s struggles. ... Gamer will give LF Preston Wilson every 
chance to come out of a seasonlong slump. Wilson is on pace to 
strike out more than 150 times. ... Backup C Eric Munson, who 
regularly catches for LHP Wandy Rodriguez, will hit in an RBI spot 
such as fifth when he plays. Munson has some power and makes 
good contact. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: When RHP Taylor 
Buchholz was pitching poorly, he was throwing side-to-side 

and coming off his pitches 

too early. He then adjusted 

his delivery and made it 

more front-to-back. As a result, 
Buchholz has better action on his 
sinker, which no longer is running 
off the plate. —Alyson Footer 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 
If the team needs a fill-in starter, 
it knows RHP Anthony Reyes can 
do the job. He has been effective 
at Class AAA—striking out 48 and 
= walking six—and was great in a 
spot start for RHP Sidney 
Ponson. Reyes might be needed 
again if RHP Chris Carpenter (back) misses time. ... The No. 2 spot 
in the order has gone from a problem to an asset, thanks largely 
to the production of IF/OF Scott Spiezio and OF John Rodriguez, 
who have been jumping hittable pitches and laying off bad ones. 
Rodriguez’s playing time has diminished because Spiezio has 
been so effective and LF Larry Bigbie has returned from the D.L. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: It’s well known C Yadier Molina shuts 
down the running game. But Molina’s arm—combined with the 
instincts of 1B Albert Pujols and 3B Scott Rolen—also makes it 
hard for opponents to bunt on the Cardinals. Some teams don't 
want to attempt sacrifices against the Cardinals. —Matthew Leach 


Randy Johnson. He started and won 
Game 6 of the 2001 World Series for the 
Diamondbacks, then took the ball again 
the next day in the eighth inning of 
Game 7. He retired all four batters he 
faced, which set the stage for Arizona’s 
unforgettable Series-winning rally. 


Pedro Martinez. Ignoring a painful muscle 
strain in his back, Martinez entered Game 5 
of the 1999 ALDS with his Red Sox trailing, 8-7, 
in the fourth. He held the powerful Indians 
hitless in the next six innings and struck out 
eight. Boston rallied for a 12-8 win and 
advanced to the ALCS against the Yankees. 

Ernie Shore. On June 23, 1917, the Red 
Sox starter was thrown out for arguing with 
umpire Brick Owens after walking the 
game’s first batter. Enter Shore, who didn’t 
warm up. The runner was thrown out 
stealing, Shore retired the next 26 
Washington batters and the Sox won, 4-0. 
The mouthy Boston starter? Some kid 
named Babe Ruth. —Ryan Fagan 
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ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS 


RHPs Luis Vizcaino and Brandon Lyon have had 
heavy workloads so far this season, but those 
should lessen a bit. That's because RHP Brandon 
Medders has regained his 2005 form and again 
can be trusted to pitch in key situations. ... After 
he began hitting the 90s with his fastball, 

RHP Kevin Jarvis was called up from Class AAA 
and will pitch in long relief. ... It won't be long 
before RHP Dustin Nippert is a fixture in the big 
leagues. He has a plus fastball and power curve. 
The club has him working on holding runners 
better at Class AAA. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 
C Johnny Estrada has been better than expected 
on defense, including in his ability to call a game. 
Estrada has done a nice job blocking balls and 
learning the pitching staff's strengths and 
weaknesses. He has helped make RHP Brandon 
Webb less predictable by calling for pitches other 
than the sinker early in the game. —Steve Gilbert 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


S Number 


The next home run milepost for Barry Bonds 
now that he has passed Babe Ruth. Hank 
Aaron hit 733 for the National League record; 
his final 22 came as a DH with the Brewers. 
Because of his bad wheels, Bonds might opt 
for DH work after this season. He’s on a pace 
to finish the 2006 season with 731. 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


Manager Clint Hurdle made 2B Jamey Carroll the 
leadoff man and dropped CF Cory Sullivan to 
seventh. Hurdle says Sullivan, who is prone to striking 
out, eventually can lead off, but he wants him to 
develop more patience down in the lineup. ... 

RHP Sun-Woo Kim was activated and placed in the 
bullpen, which gives the team more flexibility. Kim 
can swing into the rotation when needed. ... 2B Luis 
Gonzalez was put on the D.L. because of a goutlike 
condition that results in joint inflammation. The 
cause is unknown. The final straw came when he left 
a recent game because of inflammation in both 
wrists. Class AAA OF Ryan Spilborghs took his roster 
spot. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: RHP Byung-Hyun 
Kim expects to have better movement on his slider 
soon. Injuries (hamstring, thumb) have been a 
problem, but he has better fastball velocity this 
season. His thumb, which is getting better, has kept 
his slider from being sharp. —Thomas Harding 


RHP Jonathan Broxton has added a split-finger fastball that provides an 86-mph change of pace to a fastball 
clocked at 98 mph and a slider that registers 91. He picked it up “messing around” in the bullpen and 
already feels comfortable enough to use it in games. Broxton, 21, is expected to remain with the club after 
RHP Eric Gagne’s return from the D.L. ... RHP Aaron Sele’s revival has turned LHP Odalis Perez into a 
forgotten man. Perez pitched 2’4 innings in three weeks after losing his rotation spot to Sele. The club has 
tried hard to trade Perez, but a contract that guarantees him more than $20 million over the next two seasons 
has scared away teams in need of starting pitching. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The team’s pitchers are 
raving about the subtle skills of rookie C Russell Martin, a converted third baseman with only one month of 
Class AAA experience. Martin is athletic enough to block balls in the dirt and inquisitive enough to learn the 
nuances of each pitcher. He guides pitchers through starts with clever game-calling. —-Ken Gumick 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


Rookie RHP Mike Thompson has eased the loss of 
RHP Woody Williams (calf). Thompson won his first 
two big-league starts; he allowed four earned runs 
and no walks over 12 innings. He moves his 
fastball around and mixes in a slider and 
changeup. He also works quickly and remains 
composed on the mound. ... All three catchers— 
Mike Piazza, Josh Bard and Rob Bowen—have 
been productive at the plate. Piazza has picked up 
his pace, and Bard hit .368 in his first 17 games. 
Bowen had been on the D.L. but was activated last 
weekend. SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: 18 Adrian 
Gonzalez likes to play wide of the bag at first base, 
but he has moved a few steps closer to the line to 
accommodate the excellent range of 2B Josh 
Barfield, whose athletic ability and confidence 
make him better in the field than advertised. 
Gonzalez—a Gold Glove candidate who is likened 
to J.T. Snow—now can take away potential 
extra-base hits down the line. —Lyle Spencer 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


The Giants consider rookie RHP Brian Wilson, 24, a 
future closer. He complements his mid-90s fastball 
with a slider and solid sinker. His mechanics are 
sound, but he needs to improve his changeup. The 
oblique strain that sent him to the D.L. earlier in the 
season hasn't affected his pitching style or 
aggressiveness. ... LHP Jonathan Sanchez, 23, was 
called up last week after dominating at every stop in 
the minors. He brings aggressiveness to the staff, 
regularly attacking the strike zone with confidence. 
SEE A DIFFERENT GAME: The Giants must weigh 
the long-term value of 1B Lance Niekro, who hits for 
power but also is injury-prone, as his current D.L. 
stint (right shoulder) indicates. Niekro, 27, has 
shown improvement on defense but still 

hits sporadically. The team must decide whether he 
can become a more consistent hitter as he 

matures. Niekro bulked up for this season but 

has only two homers and is hitting poorly against 
lefthanders. —Rich Draper 
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disappointed—partly because they know how to handle defeat. 


DAVE D'ALESSANDRO 


If you believe you've seen the last of the Spurs, prepare to be 


You wont find much agony in this defeat 


f memory serves, this season 
was supposed to be about the 
Spurs’ coronation—as what, 
we may never know. A team 
for the ages, perhaps. Or 
maybe the last great dynasty until 
a new era of parity sets in. Or at 
least “Team of the Decade,” given 
that they could have been going 
for their fourth straight 
championship this spring, if not 
for a fluky heave by a first-rate 
second-string point guard named 
Derek Fisher in the 2004 Western 
Conference semifinals. 

All that is moot now. It tells you 
how fragile this dynasty business 
can be if Tim Duncan can be so 
cramped from dehydration that 
he’s outplayed by the legendary 
DeSagana Diop in the overtime of 
a Game 7. 

Dallas won that series by a 
gnat’s eyebrow, though it should 
be noted the Spurs somehow 
seemed vulnerable all season. 
Duncan, still the preeminent 
foundation player in the game, 
struggled with plantar fasciitis for 
months. Manu Ginobili had a 
rough ride all year, with foot and 
calf injuries taking away his 
aggressiveness and timing for 
long stretches. There also was a 
depth issue: Tony Parker arrived 
as a top five point guard, but 
there wasn’t much to back him 
up. Beno Udrih was too green, 
and bone chips were rattling 
around in Nick Van Exel’s elbow. 

These problems, except 
perhaps for that last one, never 
really influenced the outcome of 
the series; in the end, the Spurs’ 
second-round exit was a common 
playoff circumstance that arises 
when two great teams meet—the 
team that gets stops and makes 
shots survives white-knuckle 
time, period. No disgrace in that. 
Somebody has to lose, and after 
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years of superb execution in 
similar situations over the past 
eight postseasons, Duncan finally 
was handed the check. The 
missed bunny at the end of 
regulation in Game 5. The 1-for-7 
meltdown in overtime of Game 7. 
It happens even to the best of 
them. It’s almost comforting to 
know it can actually happen to 
the human metronome. 

Still, the Spurs have nothing to 
apologize for—least of all 
Duncan, who ended up having the 
best series of his career. 

But the rest of the country is 
asking this: So what the hell 
happened, then? And it was left to 
Gregg Popovich, in his final 


ee 


Ginobili was hobbled much of the season, but he 


and the Spurs will be back strong in the fall. 


backward 
glance last 
week, to explain 
the obvious. 

Nothing 
happened, he 
said. It was just 
the Mavs’ turn. 

Blasted 
platitudes, you 
say. Sorry you 
lost your bar 
bet, I say in 
reply. Because 
Popovich isn’t 
wrong. When 
they lose one 
game by a single 
point and two 
others in 
overtime, 
coaches tend to 
grow angry 
enough to eat 
raw wolverine 
and scream until 
the walls shake. 
But the way 
Popovich 
handled this 
loss might have 
been his finest 
moment because he spent most 
of the epilogue praising his 
protege, Avery Johnson, who 
coached with the same poise with 
which he played. 

That’s the way it had to be in 
this series, no matter how 
crushing the defeat. The media, 
the final arbiters of such matters, 
always need to know why losers 
lose. They often are obsessed 
with underlining any show of 
weakness or magnifying clues 
that a team is preoccupied with 
spit-polishing its tarnished 
legacy—the most common such 
tip-off is when coaches offer 
excuses. 

That doesn’t mean the Spurs 


are perfect, of course. They’ll 
make some minor moves, Nazr 
Mohammed is a free agent and 
won't return. He and Rasho 
Nesterovic, who would have 
some trade value if he didn’t have 
$23.5 million left on his deal, 
played 29 minutes combined in 
the second round. So it’s time to 
add another big, and one is on his 
way from Spain—Argentinian 
power forward Luis Scola. 

They could use an understudy 
for Bruce Bowen, who will turn 35 
this month. Robert Horry will be 
36 in August. Maybe they'll revisit 
that Brent Barry-J.R. Smith deal 
that fell through at the deadline, if 
only to give the roster some 
young legs. 

As for that perception the 
Mavs beat them with superior 
athleticism: “It just makes me 
smile,” Popovich says. “If you 
win, there's all kinds of things you 
did well. If you lose, there’s got to 
be reasons why you lost. So if 
they’re more athletic, | need to 
figure out how much more to win 
by a point. How much more 
athletic is that?” 

Indeed, the margin was so 
scant, the Spurs’ primary move 
this summer probably will make 
only the agate section: the 
addition of a backup point guard. 
Van Exel is retiring. Udrih will be 
given another shot, but they 
won't know if he’s ready for it 
until camp. 

In retrospect, if the Spurs had 
had a solid sub for Parker—a 
veteran who could play screen- 
and-roll with Duncan and hit open 
shots—they may have overcome 
the Mavs in the end. The problem 
is, the type of guy they needed 
was coaching the other team. SN 


Dave D'Alessandro is the NBA writer 
for The Star-Ledger of Newark, N.J. 


Speculation that Michael Jordan would jump in as the Bobcats’ new CEO 
was quickly kiboshed by a source close to owner Be son, the Charlotte 
Observer reported. That job became open last week when Ed Tapscott 
suddenly resigned after essentially building the franchise and its magnificent 
arena from the ground up. Jordan wouldn't want the job, anyway: Many of the 
gains the Bobs made in their first two years of existence are likely to be lost 
because there is no one left in the organization who can convince Johnson to 
invest in the product in an indifferent NBA market. > Celtics SF Paul Pierct 
escaped the surgeon's knife recently. He was expected to get cut to relieve 
the bursitis in his left elbow, which had to be drained a few times during the 
regular season. But the problem disappeared after a month of rest, team 
boss says. Teammate C Ker isn’t so lucky: He's 
undergoing surgery to repair his left shoulder, which he dislocated last week 
for the second time since February. > SF Lek 5 made it clear in the 
aftermath of the Cavs’ playoff elimination that he is ready and willing to sign 
a contract extension with Cleveland. So come July 1, he and the Cavs will 


Your tax dollars at work: The Knicks had the cops chase six reporters from 
the parking lot at the team's practice facility last week. The scribes were 
trying to interview team president Isiah Thomas or his titular head coach, 
Larry Brown, neither of whom has spoken publicly since reports of Brown's 
imminent buyout surfaced. Maybe the Knicks could play their games in 
secret, without press coverage, and announce the next day they had won. 
Want a reason why the pressure is on Dallas to win the West? Because the 
Suns are playing as if they're thinking one thing: Beat us now because 
starting next year, you're out of chances. 

Mark Cuban, for all his narcissistic tendencies, has been a good owner. But 
the juvenile, classless way he treated Michael Finley last week says more 
about a man than the size of his portfolio—and sadly, we've come to expect 
this kind of thing from him. 


If this doesn’t sound like a prelude to an A 

deal, what would? “What | want to do is change the 
culture,” 76ers boss Billy King says. “I want to change the 
culture in how we approach everything we do—on and off 
the court” The latest rumor involves A.I. to the Hawks. 


agree to a five-year deal worth between $75 and $80 million. Heat 
SGI 2, Raptors F/C Chris Bosh and Nuggets SF Car 

y also will max out that day. > The Clippers face a tough decision 
with PG S , who wants a two-year deal with a raise from his 
current $6.1 million salary. That’s a lot to pay for a 36-year-old who might be 
a sub next year if S i continues to develop. Of course, given 
what he meant to L.A’s resurgence, Sam deserves it. > So far, the Kings 
have confined their coaching search to the Golden State alumni club. Joe 
and Gav aloof have interviewed | » Elie and Eri el for 
their coaching position, with P. » on deck. But the guy they 
probably want is , the reigning Coach of the Year with the 
WNBA's Monarchs. Whisenant helped bring the Maloofs’ dad into the NBA 
business by assisting e Maloof when he bought the Rockets in 1979. 
> Reports out of Cleveland indicate C is on the block, 
but with his prime already past and $42 million due him over the next four 
years, that will be a tough sell. 


Speedy Claxton 

is a capable 
NBA starter and a 
huge bargain 
waiting to 
happen. 


What other diamonds in the 
rough might be available this 
summer? Give us your take at 
sportingnews.com, 


g 
Z 
“ER 
is 
3 


6/9/06 . AL 


z= 
an 
~ 
us 
=z 
Oo 
oa 
g 
oO 
(=) 
oa 


Here’s the new NHL in a nutshell: 
Back to 1980s-style fire wagon hockey, 
mullets optional. Spotlight skill and 
speed. Give small-market teams a 
chance to win. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the National 
Hockey League presents the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

The poster team for high-octane 
offense is in the Stanley Cup finals for 
the first time since 1990. This time, 
there’s no Mark Messier, no Paul 
Coffey, no Wayne Gretzky, no Grant 
Fuhr, no Jari Kurri—Hall of Fame-type 
players who defined the Oilers 
dynasty. 

But there is Kevin Lowe. The 
linchpin defenseman in five Oilers championships, Lowe became general 
manager for a juggernaut time forgot. He soldiered through years in 
which financial factors forced him to peddle his best players—until this 
season, that is, when Lowe was afforded a luxury he couldn’t have 

dreamed possible two years ago. 
Under the NHL’s new collective 
h bargaining agreement, Lowe got a 


chance to do more than avoid 
Only Jackie Chan 


Se Ry BY: 


financial ruin; he got the 
opportunity to win. For a change, 


he could re-sign key veterans 
blocks more and—amiracle of miracles—acquire 
shots than the high-priced stars. 
= “Before this year Kevin was 
Oilers. always one or two players short,” 


Gretzky told the Edmonton Sun last 

weekend. Not any longer, thanks to 

two red-letter two-day spans. 
August 2-3, 2005. Lowe first 


There's no stopping Ray Slover... 
but if you want to try, drop him a 


line at sportingnews.com. 


Steal of a deal 


Edmonton goalie Dwayne Roloson has 
emerged as a candidate for the Conn 
Smyth Trophy, awarded to the MVP in the 
playoffs. But the Oilers had no delusions 
of grandeur when they acquired him from 
the Wild at the trading deadline. The 
three guys the Oilers had tried—Jussi 
Markkanen, Ty Conklin and Mike 
Morrison—had been disappointments. 

“We were just looking for an 
improvement; coach Craig MacTavish 
says. “We weren't looking for necessarily 
the guy we have right now—as you say, a 
Conn Smythe candidate/Wesjust saw fi 
as a guy who could stepin and) A 
improve the goaltending that'¥ 
that point in the season” — 
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The last shall be first 


The team least likely to survive at the start of the playoffs, 
the Oilers became the first to reach the Stanley Cup finals 


The Oilers were in a a calebraiers mood after dispatching the Backs! 


Remember the 90s 


Of the Oilers’ five Stanley Cup 
champions, the 1990 team is 
most similar to this year’s team, 
according to coach Craig 
MacTavish. 

“We had our struggles that 
year, as we have this year. says 
Mactavish, who played 842 
seasons with the Oilers, starting 
in 1985. “Maybe not to the extent 
that we've had this year, but we're 
a team that’s growing as the 


playoffs go forward, and that’s 
what | remember about 1990. 


“It takes 20 guys ... everybody's 
got a role to play. And that’s 
maybe ... more valuable and 
more evident this year than it was 
(then). 


acquired defenseman Chris 
Pronger, a cornerstone talent, then 
traded for center Michael Peca, a 
leader and defensive wizard. 

@ March 8-9, 2006. At the 
trading deadline, Lowe picked up goalie Dwayne Roloson, who plugged a 
Titanic-sized hole, and winger Sergei Samsonov, a slick, speedy scorer. 

Add the acquisition of defenseman Jaroslav Spacek in January. Blend 
in a fistful of long-suffering Oilers and a batch of rising youngsters. Stir— 
that would be coach Craig MacTavish’s job. 

And by season’s end you had ... an eighth seed in the Western 
Conference, fodder for the league’s best regular-season team, the Red 
Wings. “We didn’t hit the playoffs exactly how we wanted to,” forward 
Jarret Stoll told reporters last week. 

But this is the new NHL, and the Oilers were definitely not a typical 
No. 8 or Star Trek crew members in red shirts—you know, guys who 
always got killed. They upset the Wings and the Sharks and completed 
their improbable run to the finals by KO’ing the Ducks in five. A healthy, 
rested Oilers team awaits whichever team survives in the East. 

“We knew we were capable of getting on a roll,” Stoll said. “We have a 
feeling that if we do the little things right, we’re going to win the game, 
and that’s the type of confidence you need to win.” 

The meek now have a chance to re-inherit the earth. What a rush. No 
dream, no matter how improbable, is out of reach. 


Out of their misery 


Michael Peca (1999, Sabres) and Radek 
Dvorak (1996, Panthers) are the only Oilers 
who have played in the Stanley Cup finals; 
Dwayne Roloson was on the Sabres’ roster 
in 1999 but didn’t play in the finals. 

Among Edmonton’s regulars, seven 
long-suffering players are making their first 
finals appearances: 


Chris Pronger 


Jason Smith 12 44 
Ryan Smyth 11 61 
Ethan Moreau 10 39 
> Steve Staios 10 26 
< Rem Murray 9 55 
= Sergei Samsonov 8 52 
& Georges Laraque 8 32 
= Jaroslav Spacek 7 21 


NASCAR 


Ispencer@sportingnews.com 


To bring Robert Yates Racing back to elite status, 
the family must be more involved. 


Just say no 


wo Cars are sitting in the since Robert Yates, Doug’s father, 
top 17 in points, so it’s bought the company from Harry 
premature to write an Ranier in 1988. Except for his four 
obituary for Robert Yates years at North Carolina State, 
Racing. But after general Doug, 38, has worked alongside 
manager Eddie D’Hondt’s his father since he was old 
departure last week, Doug Yates enough to turn a wrench. 
needs to take his own words to In the early years, matriarch 3 
heart. Carolyn was instrumental in the fe 
In his opening statement to the souvenir and collectibles end of 2 
media last Thursday, Yates, a the company. Robert’s twin = 
second-generation engine builder brother, Richard, has handled the = 3 
and team owner, said, “We need finances from Day 1. This always = 
to be more involved.” has been a family business. Jarrett’s departure from Robert Yates Racing will solve one 
The family has been involved And it feels like a big extended problem but also will leave a void in the organization. 
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~~ rk of the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, inc, NASCAR, Inc. Is not a sponsor of this promotion. ©2006 Sunoco, inc. (R&M). All Rights Reserved. 


family inside of the walls of RYR. 
Just ask any of the employees. 

Robert Yates is one of the 
kindest, most generous people in 
the sport. And that’s part of the 
problem. He has a difficult time 
saying no. 

If Doug Yates is going to stand 
a chance of managing the 
company back to the level of its 
glory days, the word no must be 
incorporated into his daily 
vocabulary. He has to take 
control—and that includes 
authority over the drivers and 
crew chiefs. 

The No. 88 Ford is a perfect 
example of dysfunction. Since 
2001, when UPS came aboard, 
Dale Jarrett has had full control 
because of his tight relationship 
with the sponsor. It’s a huge 
mistake to relinquish that much 
power to a driver. 

Yes, Jarrett spent seven 
seasons in the top 10 in points 
and won a Cup title, but that was 
1999. What has he done for RYR 


R 


lately? He has just one win in the 
past 118 races and 10 crew chiefs 
over the past five years. 

Jarrett solved—or changed— 
the No. 88 problem for RYR by 
defecting to Toyota for the 2007 
season. But what about his 
teammate, Elliott Sadler? Sadler 
hasn't been through the number 
of crew chiefs Jarrett has, but his 
stats are nearly identical—two 
victories since 2003. 

Sadler says he hasn't offered 
his services to other teams. 
Owners say otherwise. If both 
drivers leave, Yates will have a 
hard time finding qualified drivers 
to fill those seats. 

Although Robert Yates has 
taken responsibility for the cars 
not being competitive and the 
revolving door of crew chiefs, 
when does the spotlight turn to 
the drivers? 

Yes, Robert and Doug must be 
more involved. Incorporating the 
axiom “the buck stops here” will 
produce stronger results. SN 


Kyle Busch perked up his ears to 
take in the jeers—it’s fun to have 
someone so willingly play the villain. 


Check out which other bad guys Vinnie lyer digs at sportingnews.com. 


24" Banking 
in Turns 


Sludge robs your car of power and 
acceleration. Castro! GTX: Maximum 


protection against sludge buildup. 


44. - 6/9/06 


Front stretch: 1,076 feet / 9° 


eedreads 


Now that Robert Yates Racing has given G.M. Eddie D'Hondt his 
walking papers, how long before D'Hondt's buddy Tommy Baldwin 
follows him out the door? There has been talk of unrest between the 


crew chief of the No. 38 and driver Elliott Sadler. 


Don't be surprised if 
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wins his second straight Dover spring 


race this weekend. The No. 16 team built momentum in May that will 


carry the crew through the dog days of summer. 


Give a shout-out to the engine builders at Evernham Motorsports, 


Kasey Kahne's victory in the Coca-Cola 600 came after 


Evernham-powered cars swept the front row in qualifying and four 


started in the top 10. 


m\ A 
Rivalries to get your blood pumping 


Tony Stewart vs. Matt Kenseth. The fun and 
games started at Daytona and continued at Lowe's. 
Jeff Gordon vs. Matt Kenseth. Sometimes it 


hurts to say I’m sorry, 


Kurt Busch vs. Roush Racing. Taking out his 
former teammates, one driver at a time. 


Kevin Harvick vs. Kurt Busch. A 


fueled by Harvick’s envy of the No. 2. 


Nicole Lunders vs. Eva Bryan. Stock car 
catfighting at its finest. —L.S. 


war of words 


NATHAN ARMES / AP 
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Your ENGINES 


New high performance heis 
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NASCAR 


1978: 


After capturing 
his third Indy 500° 


Al Unser Sr. wins at 


Pocono and the 


California 500, 


making him the first 


driver to win the 


Indy car triple crown. 


And Valvoline was with 


him and his engines 


all the way. 


‘sy 


Valvoline. 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 


MIKE McCARN / AP 


4 Rie 


Mentions of mergers have heated up because Toyota will 
enter Nextel Cup next season. The latest talk pairs Dale 
Earnhardt Inc. and MB2 Motorsports. Principals from the 
organizations have discussed consolidation of facilities— 
the two companies are a 10-minute car ride apart—and 
teams. The main sticking point appears to be engines. 
MB2 Motorsports leases engines from Hendrick 
Motorsports. DEI’s program is in-house. > The Ford Cars 
of Tomorrow planned to skip testing early this week at 
Charlotte. Although Jack Roush has participated in COT 
testing since the start, NASCAR's most recent changes 
made it too costly for Roush Racing to continue the 
process until final templates have been determined. 
Templates should be complete within a month. > Nextel 
Cup team owner Gene Haas will construct his own 
full-scale rolling road wind tunnel in Cabarrus, N.C. The 
$40 million project will be the first of its kind in the 
United States. > NASCAR officials will attend the Grand 
Prix of Canada in June in Montreal to evaluate the site in 


anticipation of running a Busch race there next season. 
NASCAR sources have said the Busch race will be 
scheduled in the current Martinsville date in July. > 
Mic p's streak of 261 consecutive Cup starts 
nai ended at Charlotte after he failed to qualify for the 
Coca-Cola 600. Fortunately for Waltrip, and sponsor 
NAPA, he was able to lease the No. 74 from Derril 

ype. Garage chatter put the lease price in the low 
six-figure range. Waltrip left the race because of brake 
trouble less than a third of the way through. > S: 
I has expressed interest in stock car racing 
but has always said he wanted to win the Indianapolis 
500 first. Now that Hornish, who races for Penske, has 
accomplished that task, how long will it be before he 
joins Penske teammates Ryan Newman and 

h? Busch attended the start of the 500 to add 

sinner to Penske's effort there. He stayed for the first 
two laps and returned to North Carolina in time to watch 
the final 50 laps on television. 


Who will win at Dover? 


Fantasy experts Vinnie lyer and Roger Kuznia pick Nextel Cup winners. Follow their running feud at 


rti .CO! it 


Vinnie: All hasn't been well 
with Team Alltel in the points 
standings this season, but it’s 
a good time to say, “Hello, 
Newman,’ and, “Goodbye, 
Kuznia,” as | pick Ryan 
Newman’s No. 12 to win at 
Dover. Newman has his most 
career victories at any track at 
Dover (three), and he started 
from the pole in the last race 
there. Although Kasey Kahne also has a good history 
there, my guy's just due. This and New Hampshire are 
Newman’s best bets. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


Sleeper pick: Elliott Sadler. 
Avoid at all costs: Kevin Harvick. 


Roger: Vinnie, it was 
oh-so-sweet to beat you last 
week with Kahne. I'm 
betting I'll do the same at 
Dover—with Kahne again. 
Kahne has come close to 
winning at this 1-mile track, 
and he should have a lot of 
confidence after his 
dominating Coca-Cola 600. 
His victory there shows his 
team is back from its slump. Dodges have been good 
at Dover, and Evernham cars are showing signs of 
being good everywhere. 


Sleeper pick: Kurt Busch. 


Avoid at all costs: Michael Waltrip. 


Nextel Cup points (based on how the experts’ choices finished): Roger 704, Vinnie 612. 
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Waiter, there's a missed tackle in my soup. 
Excuse me while | gag. 


Poor tackling is an epidemic—but it's curable 


here is nothing as 

disgusting on a football 

field as nonchalant 

tackling. If football games 

were cups of soup, sloppy 
tackle attempts would be hairs. 
And sometimes there are enough 
to braid. 

We've all seen the quivering 
cornerback. The linebacker who 
tackles as if his hands were stuck 
in his pockets. The head-down 
safety who flies past his target. 

And we've cringed at the 
results of their handiwork: big 
plays, touchdowns and defeats. 

More and more players are 
coming out of college with poor 
tackling skills. Part of the 
problem is college coaches have 
been restricted to 20 hours per 
week of practices and meetings 
with their players so they don’t 
have time to teach proper 
technique. Another issue is 
tackling isn’t as important in 
college because of all the 
wide-open offenses. Defense in 
college has become more about 
trying to chase down butterflies 
than about trying to stonewall 
rhinos. 

Scouts were concerned about 
the tackling of a number of highly 
regarded defenders in this year’s 
draft, including Iowa linebacker 
Chad Greenway, taken by the 
Vikings in the first round; Virginia 
Tech cornerback Jimmy Williams, 
(Falcons, second round); 
Nebraska safety Daniel Bullocks, 
(Lions, second round); and USC 
safety Darnell Bing, (Raiders, 
fourth round). 

The good news: There is hope 
for these and other players with 
tackling issues. As long as the 
player has it in his heart to 
commit the unnatural act of 
colliding with a large, fast, moving 
man, his tackling can be 


Johnson used to take bad angles because he overreacted to plays. Now, he’s a 


case study on how to become a better tackler through good technique. 


improved. One general manager’s 
litmus test—or at least part of 
it—is whether the tackler is 
willing to go high against a 
running back. 

“You can make him a tackler if 
he wants to tackle,” Dolphins 
coach Nick Saban says. “First, you 
have to have a certain element of 
toughness; you're willing to do it, 
you want to be a good tackler. 
Most guys who aren't good 
tacklers, it’s not a physical 
characteristic that’s limiting their 
ability to be a good tackler. It’s 
more of a mental, emotional or 
competitive characteristic that 
they really don’t want to stick their 


nose in there like they need to. 
“There are guys who have 
limitations physically that affect 
their ability to break down or 
change directions. They might 
never be as good a tackler 
regardless of how you coach 


R 


them. But I do think you 
can become a better 
tackler through good 
technique if you want to.” 

The case study is 
Derrick Johnson. The 
former Texas linebacker 
was the SporTiNG News 
college defensive player of 
the year in 2004 and also 
won the Butkus and 
Nagurski awards, yet he 
fell to the 15th spot in the 
first round because he had 
missed so many 
open-field tackles. The 
Chiefs drafted Johnson, 
and coordinator Gunther 
Cunningham brought him 
back to square one as a 
tackler. 

The Chiefs tackle 
almost every day during 
training camp. This time of 
year, they have defenders 
using sleds to learn to sink 
their hips. They use mirror 
drills for tacklers. They 
stress keeping eyes and 
hips up so tacklers are in 
position to explode into 
ballcarriers. They do 
half-line passing drills, 
which call for defenders to fill 
lanes with precise execution. 
They emphasize lower-body 
strength, which helps tacklers 
drive through ballcarriers. 

When the Chiefs hired Don 
Blackmon as linebackers coach 
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The NFL is continuing its efforts to 
place a team in the Los Angeles market. 
My question: Does L.A. really want a team? 


Hey, Left Coast football fans: Honk—or let Paul Attner know—if you miss the 


NFL at sportingnews.com. 
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| The Ravens’ plan for MLB Ray Lewi 


4 ‘might include fewer practice reps in 
P \) training camp. Lewis, 31, has been 
\ bothered by injuries the past few years, 
[1 LA and some of that could be a byproduct 
< ~ — of his age and playing style. Replacing 
a é Lewis on some snaps during games isn’t 
an option because the vociferous leader 
won't stand for it, but the Ravens might be 
able to sell him on taking it easier during 
camp. The hope is the Ravens can keep Lewis 
fresher throughout the season by being 


As Lewis gets older, the 
Ravens are getting wiser. 


ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


this offseason, Blackmon was 
shocked at how much progress 
Johnson had made as a tackler 
since Blackmon had studied him 
at Texas. “He pulls the trigger 
when he has to now, whereas 
before he really didn’t see the 
target before he pulled the 
trigger,” Cunningham says. “He 
overreacted to the play, which 
caused him to be in bad position 
and play with bad angles. But he’s 
learned to adjust his angles, see 
the game better. He’s able to 
control his body better. He’s 
learned to bend his knees better.” 
A good coach can improve a 
defender’s tackling from the 
ground up. “A lot of it is 
footwork,” Patriots coach Bill 


Belichick says. “If you don’t get 
your feet positioned, you're never 
going to be a good tackler, no 
matter how tough you are and all 
that.” 

A tackler also has to use what’s 
inside his helmet. Tackling is 
about discipline and anticipation 
as much as it is about chest 
pounding and brute force. Of 
course, some players might be a 
little too smart to be good 
tacklers. 

“Some guys just like to tackle, 
some don’t,” Steelers coach Bill 
Cowher says. “Some guys will 
tackle when they have to. Other 
guys enjoy it. There’s a difference 
you can tell in a player’s 
mentality.” SN 
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Don’t be surprised if RB Brandon Jacobs gets some of Tiki Barber's 
playing time this year. Giants coaches are determined to get Jacobs on the 
field more, and the only way to do that is to spot him in for Barber. Even 
though Jacobs weighs 260 pounds, the team does not envision him 

as a fullback—he's strictly a running back to the Giants. Other than 
short-yardage work, Jacobs didn’t get much playing time as a rookie last 
season. But the Giants are excited about Jacobs’ potential, given what he 
showed in the 2005 preseason. Barber, 31, might not like a reduced role, 
but sitting out a few series here and there probably would serve him well. 
> One reason the Chargers did not put the franchise tag on QB Drev 
Brees with the intent of trading him is they felt confident they would get a 
third-round compensatory pick in 2007 from the league for losing Brees as 
a free agent. Compensatory picks will be announced next spring. With 
Brees’ shoulder injury, the Chargers might not have been able to get that 
much in a trade. > The early word on Virginia LB Ahmad Brooks is he is 
expected to be a second-round pick in the July 13 supplemental draft. 

He would fit in best as an outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme, though he’s 
gifted enough to play end in a 4-3. The question is which team will want to 
take a chance on his character. Brooks is not likely to get a glowing 
recommendation from the people at his former school. > The Raiders had 
to make Robert Gallery a left tackle because that is his best position. 
But why didn’t they move incumbent LT Barry Sims to right tackle instead 
of shifting him to left guard and trying G Walker at right tackle? 
There were a few reasons. First, Sims has experience at guard. Second, 
he’s more comfortable with the stance and technique on the left side of 
the line. And third, he’s more of a finesse blocker than a power blocker, 
which lends itself more to the left side of the line. > Some Browns insiders 
are betting Leigh Bodden beats out Daylon McCutcheon at cornerback. 
Bodden has become a good practice player, and he transferred his practice 
performances to games last season. McCutcheon’s play slipped some last 
season, and some think the Browns might benefit from Bodden’s spirit. 

> The Bucs think DE Dewayne White could be in for a big year. He made 
some momentum-turning plays down the stretch last season and has 
continued to progress in coordinator Monte Kiffin’s system. The only 
problem is White probably will be a situational pass rusher because 

DEs Simeon Rice and Greg Spires are established starters. White also 
has motivation; he'll be a free agent after the season. 


It makes no sense that Kerry Collins still is not with a team. I'd rather 
have Collins than many, many quarterbacks who are on NFL rosters. 
Collins has to realize he's not going to get a starting job, though, and 
accept the fact that life as a backup isn't so bad. 

The NFL could not allow Reggie Bush to wear No. 5 because it can't break 
the rules just because Bush wanted it to. You can 
debate the rule about players’ being required to 
wear numbers based on position if you want. But 
you can't debate the fact you should not make 
exceptions to the rule. 

If the NFL hires a corporate executive to be its 
next commissioner—which | fear it will do—it 
needs to make sure it has a strong football man in 
a position of high authority. That's where former 
Texans G.M. could come in. 
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INSIDE THE 


JETS WR Wayne 
Chrebet is expected 
to retire, which will 
give Jerricho 
Cotchery his big 
chance. Cotchery 
improved gradually 
in his first two 
seasons, and the 
team is relying on 
him to make a 
quantum leap in 
2006. He's a big, 
physical receiver 
with strong hands; 
however, he doesn't 
have the separation 
speed to be an elite 
player. ... Frisman 
Jackson, a 
converted 
quarterback, could 
be the BROWNS’ 
No. 3 receiver. 
Jackson needs work on route running, and 
he’s not very fast, but he fights off jams, 
has improved at getting open and battles 
for balls in traffic. ... STEELERS C Jeff 
Hartings’ quick hands give him a leverage 
advantage. Hartings is not asked to pull a 
lot, but he has good athletic ability and 
quickness. ... The CHIEFS have been 


ALBERT DICKSON / SN 


Ld 


impressed with young QBs Brodie Croyle 
and Casey Printers. Croyle has shown 
exceptional presence for a rookie. He also 
displayed good footwork and the ability to 
make all of the throws. The Chiefs have 
more to work with in the developmental 
quarterback spot than they've had in over 
a decade. ... Seth Payne is moving back 


Payne is reacquainting himself with an old friend, the 4-3. 


JAY DROWNS / SN 


Ask the 
experts 


Raiders CB Nnamdi 
Asomugha has developed into a 
solid player by learning from 
those around him. He watched 
former teammate Charles 
Woodson and got instruction 
from Hall of Fame CB Willie 
Brown, the team’s defensive 
backs coach. Another former 
Raider, Rod Woodson—like 
Asomugha—played cornerback 
and safety and talked to 
Asomugha about switching 
positions as a rookie. 


to tackle in the TEXANS’ 4-3 scheme. 
He's working on improving his game in a 
vertical defense and focusing on 
telearning skills he hasn't used in a few 
years. ... Rookie RB Joseph Addai made a 
favorable first impression with the COLTS. 
He made crisp cuts and showed a good 
burst through the line on runs. He caught 
the ball effortlessly by snatching passes 
with his hands. ... Although the BILLS 
drafted John McCargo in the first round, 
the starting nose tackle job appears to be 
Tim Anderson's to lose. Anderson is an 
effort player. He sometimes gets 
overpowered by bigger blockers, but he 
makes plays when he's on the move, has 
improved his upper-body strength and is 
getting better at using his hands to create 
separation. ... CHARGERS DE Luis 
Castillo has worked on his hands and 
appears to have trimmed down this 
offseason—the former to get off blocks 
more quickly, the latter to stay fresh longer. 
He has taken up pilates in an effort to 
strengthen his core. ... TITANS S Lamont 
Thompson has lost 10 pounds, and he 
looked quicker in and out of his breaks 
during minicamp. Thompson believes he'll 
arrive at the ball with better timing than he 
did last season. ... QB Andrew Walter 
(shoulder, groin) is healthy, so the 
RAIDERS intend to turn him loose in 
training camp to see whether he is ready 
to handle the starting role. Walter 
(6-6, 230) is tall and smart and has an 
above-average arm. He lacks mobility. ... 
RG Scott Kooistra is a physical, aggressive 
player who has excelled in limited 
opportunities as a backup for the 
BENGALS. Kooistra shows the ability to 
mirror and slide and uses solid hand 
placement to get good leverage. If he stays 
healthy and continues to improve, he 
could be a hot commodity as a free agent 
after the 2006 season. ... TE Todd Heap 
has been impressive in the RAVENS’ 


UNIT ANALYSIS 
Safeties 


. lf Donovin Darius is healthy, 
59) he and Deon Grant will form 
one of the NFUs best combos. 


Troy Polamalu has the 
speed and big-play ability to 
roam in the defense. 


Madieu Williams and Dexter 


(E? Jackson bring toughness, 
range and playmaking ability. 


Brodney Pool is a great 

| athlete. Sean Jones is ready 
to break through. 

Nick Ferguson, John Lynch 


and Sam Brandon make up a 
solid three-player rotation. 


Bob Sanders is a Pro Bowl 
player. Mike Doss is 
inconsistent in coverage. 


Jason Allen and Renaldo 
Hill lead a deep and fast 
les group. 
a Chris Hope and Lamont 
))) Thompson are solid athletes 
® who cover lots of ground. 


Eugene Wilson is good in 
coverage; he needs Rodney 
Harrison to be healthy. 


Erik Coleman and Kerry 

) Rhodes will make more plays 

than last year’s unit. 

re Michael Huff has tons of 

My potential. Stuart Schweigert 
gets better each year. 

Savvy Troy Vincent leads a 
young and untested but 
talented group. 

Ed Reed is a Pro Bowl 
=~ player, but the other starter is 
undetermined. 

Glenn Earl and C.C. Brown 
$ are experienced and capable. 
Depth is an issue. 

Bernard Pollard could take 


Sammy Knight's job. Greg 
Wesley is inconsistent. 


This unit was invisible much 
of 2005. Marlon McCree is 
an upgrade at free safety. 


6/9/06 . 49 


Where's Renaldo? 


SS Renaldo Hill is an intriguing addition to the Dolphins 
because he can play multiple positions. Hill could start at strong 
safety and switch to cornerback against multireceiver sets. Hill 
(5-11, 190) played safety extensively last season with Oakland; his 
tackling was excellent despite his lack of size. Hill can make the 
switch to corner with ease because he is quick and changes 


direction well. 


Maurice no longer is the only Williams the Jaguars like at tackle. 


minicamps and passing camps. Heap 
did not play up to his standards last 
season. With an offseason free of 
injuries, he looks like the Heap of old 
and likely will be a major weapon again. 
... QB Daunte Culpepper continues to 
look good in the DOLPHINS’ offseason 
workouts. Coach Nick Saban, who 
usually hates guessing about injuries, 
says Culpepper is ahead of schedule in 
his return from knee surgery. ... ILB Ryan 
Claridge has excellent athletic ability 
and has shown he can rush or cover, so 
he could be a three-down player for the 
PATRIOTS. In front of him is Monty 
Beisel, who struggled in his first year 
with the team but figures to be better 
this season. ... OL Mike Williams was a 


bust with the Bills, but the JAGUARS 
believe he can revive his career. 
Jacksonville needs Williams to slim 
down; his power and upper-body 
strength have been negated because of 
his weight. Williams has been playing 
guard but is expected to challenge 
Maurice Williams for the starting right 
tackle job. ... BRONCOS DE Elvis 
Dumervil's burst off the edge is 
unquestioned, but he must prove his 
lack of height (5-11) won't hurt him. 
Denver coaches say Dumervil’s long 
arms will allow him to keep his distance 
from opposing tackles. Dumervil still is 
raw in defending against running plays 
and projects as a pass-rushing 
specialist early in his career. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Mike Preston; Buffalo, Allen Wilson; Cincinnati, Chick 
Ludwig; Cleveland, Steve Doerschuk; Denver, Lee Rasizer; Houston, Megan Mantull; 
Indianapolis, Mike Chappell; Jacksonville, Bart Hubbuch; Kansas City, Adam Teicher; 
Miami, Jason Cole; New England, Tom Curran; New York, Rich Cimini; Oakland, Steve 
Corkran; Pittsburgh, Gerry Dulac; San Diego, Kevin Acee; Tennessee, Jim Wyatt. 
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LIONS LB Boss Bailey (ankle) won't take 
the field until the start of training camp, 
and when he does, he'll move from the 
strong side to the middle. In the cover 2 
scheme, it’s imperative to have a middle 
linebacker who gets deep quickly and has 
the agility to play the pass—skills Bailey 
possesses. ... For now, CARDINALS 
second-round pick Deuce Lutui is the 
backup to LG Reggie Wells, but it's going 
to be difficult to keep Lutui off the field. If 
Wells, who is coming back from an ankle 
injury, is healthy in training camp, he could 
move to center, and Lutui could play 
guard. ... The VIKINGS are eager to see 
SS Tank Williams in full pads so they can 
determine whether he will bring needed 
attitude to the secondary. Williams is 
known as an enforcer, but he struggled 
last year with the Titans as he recovered 
from knee surgery. ... Moving back inside 
to the backup under tackle spot will help 
the FALCONS’ Jonathan Babineaux, who 


I 
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INSIDE THE 


A risk worth taking 


has worked to get stronger this offseason. 
He struggled to hold up against bigger 
opponents as the fill-in starter at right end 
last season, and the run defense suffered. 
... FS Chris Harris, a 2005 sixth-round 
pick, was pushed into a starting role last 
season, but the BEARS’ decision to draft 
FS Danieal Manning might indicate 
uncertainty about Harris’ future. Harris 

is solid in run support but doesn’t have 
ideal recovery speed and doesn't make a 
lot of plays on the ball. ... The COWBOYS 
are confident Akin Ayodele can shift to 
inside linebacker because he will be 
playing on the weak side, where he won't 
have to battle as much traffic. The scheme 
is designed for him to flow to the ball and 
use his speed to make plays. He'll also get 
a chance to blitz. ... The 49ERS signed 
former Texans FB Moran Norris to 
compete for the starting job with Chris 
Hetherington. Norris (6-1, 254) is a 
powerful lead blocker whose style fits the 


The small investment the Bucs made in signing beleaguered WR David 
Boston could yield a true difference-maker. Though knee injuries have 
compromised his speed a bit, Boston (6-2, 240) has exceptional size and 
remains a formidable red zone target. A lack of focus has hurt him as a 
route runner, but he now seems more committed to the game. At the least, 
Boston will make the other receivers around him work harder. 


smash-mouth running 


game favored by new 2 
coordinator Norv Turner. Remembering 
.. EAGLES TE Matt 

Schobel rarely gets tied lronhead 


up in traffic at the line 
and runs solid routes, 
attributes that made him 
an attractive free-agent 
pickup. Look for him to 
be used as a receiver 
with starter LJ. Smith in 


His career statistics read like 
those of a journeyman, but 
Craig “lronhead” Heyward was 
far more than a veteran of five 
NFL teams. Nobody disputed 
the toughness of Heyward, 39, 


ane slat “ who died last Saturday after 
i} julian rson . 
siniting ek shonedle battling a brain tumor. A bull of 


a man at 260 pounds, he never 
met a linebacker he couldn't 
pummel and might have thrived 
in an offense such as the one 
Jerome Bettis played in with the 
Steelers. After a stellar career 
at Pitt, the Saints made 
lronhead—he took the 
nickname with him from New 
Jersey to college—a first-round 
pick in 1988. But his greatest 
success came as the Falcons’ 


linebacker, the 
SEAHAWKS D.D. Lewis 
will return to a more 
prominent role on special 
teams, where his speed 
and playmaking ability 
were missed on the 
coverage units last 
season. Lewis also will 
be featured in situational 
roles on defense 
because of his ability to 


cornerbacks. He uses his 
incredible range to make 
plays all over the field, including against 
the run, and is especially dangerous in 
coverage on short and intermediate 
routes, His one weakness: Speedy 
wideouts sometimes beat him deep. ... 
REDSKINS WRs Santana Moss, Antwaan 
Randle El and Brandon Lloyd are grasping 
the new offense quickly. All three have 
been showing explosiveness off the line, 
getting open deep and making plays. ... 
The PACKERS will feel OL Kevin Barry's 
loss only if there is,a rash of injuries. Barry, 
out for the season‘ with a torn thigh 
muscle, probably, blew his chance to start 
at guard because of 
weight problems, 
and the new staff 
didn't plan to use 
him at tackle. The 


drop into coverage and Z 
make plays near the line. feature back in 1994 and '95, = 
... The BUCCANEERS the season in which he ran for a 3 
Brian Kelly is one of the career-high 1,083 yards. —G.H. 3 
game's better = 

= 


should be able to help starter Eli Manning 
through any struggles. ... DT Tony Brown 
was named Co-Defensive Player of the 
Year in NFL Europe, but his best chance 
at making the PANTHERS roster might be 
as a defensive end. His decent speed : 
gives him potential as a pass rusher, and ~ 
he could fill a special teams role by ' 
getting penetration on field-goal 
attempts. ... So far, talk about the 
RAMS incorporating elements of 
the 3-4 defense has been 
premature; the team has worked 
strictly with a 4-3 front during 


minicamp sessions. The Rams’ undersized 
front likely will get by on speed and 
quickness. ... With backup OLB James 
Allen (knee) out for the year, the 
SAINTS will rely even more 
heavily on their starters to 
carry the load, particularly 

SLB Scott Fujita. 

He lacks top-level 
speed but is the 
kind of reliable, 
intelligent player 

coach Sean 

Payton covets. 


Scouting report 


pressure is on Junius OLB could be used in 
seccageatteaenel myriad roles depending on the opponent, 
rth - ae : which will allow Cardinals defensive 


coordinator Clancy Pendergast to be 
creative. Dansby has the size (6-4, 243) to 
take on blockers and play inside if needed, 


toward adding more 
experience on the 
bench, the GIANTS 


signed QB Rob and his long arms and solid pass-rush moves 
Johnson to battle make him a threat in blitz schemes. He also 
Tim Hasselbeck for has the speed to be an exceptional cover 

the top backup job. linebacker and could draw more one-on-one 

A smart player who assignments against elite tight ends. The key to 
has shown good 


his season will be avoiding nagging injuries 
that bothered him during his first two 
years as a pro. 


accuracy, Johnson 
knows his place on 
the roster and 
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CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Kent Somers; Atlanta, George Henry; Carolina, Pat Yasinskas; Chicago, Brad Biggs; Dallas, Jean-Jacques 
Taylor; Detroit, Tom Kowalski; Green Bay, Tom Silverstein; Minnesota, Kevin Seifert; New Orleans, Mike Triplett; New York, Ralph 
Vacchiano; Philadelphia, Mark Eckel; St. Louis, Jim Thomas; San Francisco, Dennis Georgatos; Seattle, Clare Farnsworth; Tampa Bay, Roy 
Cummings; Washington, Pau! Woody. 


UNIT ANALYSIS 
Safeties 


: Brian Dawkins and Michael 
— Lewis, both in contract years, 
ae will have big seasons. 


Sean Taylor can be elite. 
Adam Archuleta is a big hitter 
who plays the run well. 


Darren Sharper is a 
ballhawk. Tank Williams still is 
getting over knee problems. 


There's “A” potential. Will 
Demps and Gibril Wilson 
could form a hard-hitting duo. 


Rising star Adrian Wilson is 
disruptive near the line. 
Robert Griffith, 35, still has it. 

Marquand Manuel brings 
the experience; Nick Collins 
brings big-time ability. 

This is the team’s deepest 
position. Josh Bullocks is an 
emerging difference-maker. 


Roy Williams is a stud, but 
more turnovers are needed 
from the other safety spot. 


SS Mike Minter is a solid 
veteran, but free safety is 
a question. 


Mike Brown is one of the 
best but is injury-prone; no 
one else is proven. 


x Kenoy Kennedy must play 
a better. Rookie Danie! Bullocks 
might boost the intensity. 


Lawyer Milloy and Chris 
Crocker will help against the 
run. Depth is a concern. 


Corey Chavous has solid 
all-around skills. Oshiomogho 
Atogwe is unproven. 

Tony Parrish is coming off a 
broken leg. Fellow starter 
Mike Adams is adequate. 


The big story will be Ken 
Hamlin’s recovery from severe 
head injuries in 2005. 

The Bucs’ interest in trading 
for Saints S Dwight Smith 
shows they must improve. 
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The time has come for 
fourth-year WR Doug Gabriel 
to become more than a role 
player. His ability to get open 
deep and make big plays is 
intriguing, so look for the Raiders 
to use Gabriel more in two- and 
three-receiver sets and view him 
as more than a secondary option 
on those plays. ... The Vikings’ 
new staff has identified right 
tackle as Marcus Johnson's best 
position because of his blocking 
instincts and superior footwork. 
As a rookie last season, he 
worked at both guard spots as 
well as right tackle, and the 
position switches hampered his 
progress. ... Last season, the 
49ers had difficulty finding a 
dependable slot receiver, and 
rookie Brandon Williams is a 
leading candidate to fill that role 
and take on punt return duties. 
Williams (5-10, 179) is 
somewhat undersized 


but is willing to go 
Ai\ 
4, 


over the middle 


Enough 
about 
Oakland’s 
starting 
wideouts; 
Gabriel is 
ready to 
make 
some 
noise. 
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FOCUS: YOUTH MOVEMENT 


and make the catch in traffic. ... 
Third-round pick Clint Ingram has 
a shot to be the latest Jaguar to 
start as a rookie. Coach Jack Del 
Rio likes speedy playmakers at 
weakside linebacker, and Ingram 
fits that description. If he can pick 
up the schemes and terminology 
quickly, the job could be his. ... 
Markus Curry, who spent last 
season on the practice squad, 
could become the Chargers’ 
No. 3 corner, particularly if 
first-round pick Antonio Cromartie 
takes awhile to develop. Curry 
has strong instincts for the ball, is 
quick and has showed solid 
technique. He would line up 
against the slot receiver. ... 
Rookie DT Dusty Dvoracek fits the 
Bears’ profile 


- for a nose 
tackle 
better 
r j than 
= . players 
ep they 
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Catching up 
with Mike Ditka 


Former Bears coach Mike 
Ditka is co-owner of the 
Chicago Rush of the Arena 
Football League. With 
ArenaBowl 20 to be played 
June 11, the winning coach in 
Super Bowl 20 talks about his 
experience with the AFL. 

SN: What made you get 
involved with the Arena Football 
League? 

DITKA: | love the way the 


players are forced to play in all facets of the game—offense, 


Be like Mike: Rush out and 
buy a collector's edition 
ArenaBowl XX program, 
available at newsstands 
and bookstores. 


M. SPENCER GREEN / AP 


defense and special teams. It takes a special player to be able to excel at all 
three, and it reminds me of the way the game was played when | was growing 
up in western Pennsylvania. When | had the opportunity to get involved with 
the Rush as an owner, | could not pass it up. 

SN: What position would you have played in the AFL? 

DITKA: | would have been a lineman, for sure—a tight end on offense and 


a pass-rushing end on defense. 


SN: Can you explain the origin of the Rush mascot Grabowski? 

DITKA: Sure. When | use the term Grabowski, | use it to refer to everything 
that is great about the Chicago people. Chicago is a hard-working, blue-collar 
city. | get the same feeling when | watch the Rush players. They play for the 
love of the game—and they always play hard. 

SN: Could “The Fridge” have played in the AFL? 

DITKA: That is an interesting question. Most people don’t realize what a 
great athlete William Perry was, especially early in his NFL career. He was 
very nimble for a big man. | think he could have been a good AFL lineman. 


already have in place, such as lan 
Scott and Alfonso Boone. Though 
he has a tendency to play high, 
Dvoracek has a good football IQ 
and generally gets a solid push 
upfield. He likely will work into 
the tackle rotation quickly. ... If 
Browns DE Nick Eason plays well, 


he will get plenty of time relieving 
starters Orpheus Roye and Alvin 
McKinley and give coach Romeo 
Crennel the three-end rotation he 
wants. Eason, entering his fourth 
year, has adequate size and 
strength to play end in a 34 but 
needs to be steadier. 


, pleap of faith 
Matt McCoy 
as a rookie ane” 
so overwhelmed wit! 

Eagles 


| defensive scheme. 1 

<S hope he has a better 

vi understanding of the system 
and can become their 


___ starting weakside linebacker 


"this season. A second-round 
pick in 2005, McCoy is a bit 
undersized (6-0, 234), so he 
will have to rely on his speed 


and hone his instincts to 


ees a playmaker, 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


mhayes @sportingnews.com 


Like it or not, folks, here comes Notre Dame. 


There's nothing like Irish pub 


he e-mail came about a 
month ago, and for the life 
of me I still can’t fathom it. 
The subject line was, ina 


Before we go 
further, let me 
explain that I, for 
one, don’t dislike 


and he explained 
the surreal 
scene. Quinn sat 
at one end ofa 


Me: “You, me and the intern 
could hang 28 on that defense.” 

Boss: “Cheer, cheer for ol’ 
Notre Dame, let’s sell some mags, 
there is no shame!” 

And yet another example of the 
power of Touchdown Jesus. Or 
should I say, Charlie Six Points. 
All of you who carped and 


word, pretentious. Frankly, the Domers. In corporate- complained and cried about the 
it made me want to puke. fact, the college looking oak Irish renegotiating Weis’ contract 
An Afternoon with Brady Quinn game is best table, and Weis during his first year need to take 
at Notre Dame when the Irish sat at the other. a good, long look at the evolution 
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, the are among the What was of the ND program—and more 
Domers officially are back. elite. Charlie learned about specifically, Brady Quinn—in one 
It has been more than a decade Weis is a 3 Quinn: nothing. short aoe From . team (and 
since we've been in this fabulous coach, 2 What was player) no one cared about to the 
position—since the long summer and Kevin White 2 learned about team we can hate again and the 
days of anticipating crisp fall is the nation’s z \ Weis: nothing. player who will begin the season 
Saturdays turns a young man’s shrewice! (and Quinn has the Domers back What was as the clear favorite to take home 
fancy to ... hating Notre Dame. that’s strictly a learned about that bronze sculpture. 
: where they belong—as the aoe 
compliment) most hated team in America. Notre Dame: No. And don’t kid yourself—we 


eS 


athletic director. 


1 in the priceless 


hate because we're jealous of the 


Even the publicity machine: just a art of self-promotion. attention, because we're envious 
bunch of good folks doing their Cordials and Creampuffs with of the stature, because, well, 
jobs. Brady Quinn at Notre Dame because we love, dammit. 

But they sure make it easy to Another caveat: We’re cuckoo Champagne and Caviar with 
Despise the Dome. over ND and have the Irish Brady and Chas 


Tea and Crumpets with Brady 
Quinn at Notre Dame 

The idea behind this Brady 
love-in was to introduce select 
media (I don’t know why I was 
chosen, either) to the ND golden 
boy—to give everyone an insight 
into the man behind the 
spray-painted (with real gold 
flecks, no less) helmet. I had zero 


splashed all over any SPORTING 
News preseason publication you 
can put your mitts on. It pretty 
much went down like this: 


G BLOG ALERT 


That’s some bar mitzvah 
they've cooked up for Quinn in 
South Bend. 

I'll send him 50 bucks from the 
money | saved on airfare. SN 


ri Some of those Catholics vs. Convicts 
games were utterly titillating. 


Touchdown Jesus, Charlie and 
Brady: The Irish Holy Trinity. 


interest in going and genuflecting, 
but I know a guy who was there 


Matt Hayes thinks Notre Dame and Miami should resume their rivalry. 
Agree? Speak up at sportingnews.com. 


Two former college coaches who want back in the game in the worst way: 
Butch Davis and Rick Neuheisel. Considering Neuheisel’s scrapes with the 
NCAA, Davis will have an easier time, but bank on both coaching in 

Division I-A in 2007. Davis would be a fit at Arkansas or Texas A&M, 

and intermediaries at Missouri say he is on the shortlist to replace 

Gary Pinkel. Neuheisel, meanwhile, has served his penance and 


deserves another chance. > The five for five idea—five years to 

play five seasons with no redshirt year—is picking up steam among 

some key BCS coaches. But the proposal must be sponsored by a 
conference (preferably, a BCS conference) to gain footing with the NCAA rules 
committee, and no conference wants to sponsor a rules change proposal it 


knows could be defeated. Still, a sponsored proposal could be submitted by 
the July deadline and voted on in January 2007. > LSU wants a game in 
Dallas, and the city and the Texas State Fair are trying to make it 
happen against a Big 12 team. The problem: No one wants to play 
the Tigers. LSU even asked about Notre Dame, and the Irish said 
no thanks because they want to schedule neutral games in 
Florida (Orlando and Jacksonville). LSU wants to restart its series 
with Texas A&M—the last game between the two was in 1995 with 
LSU leading the series 26-20-3—but lingering animosity between the 
programs could prevent that. Texas and Oklahoma already play in Dallas each 
year, so that likely leaves Texas Tech as the last alternative for LSU. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


decourcy @ sportingnews.com 


Making something bigger doesn't always make it 
better. If you don't believe me, ask Kirstie Alley. 


Don't mess with the success of 65 


f | were running the 
meeting, it would go 
something like this: 
Last item on the agenda: 
Consideration of expanding 
the NCAA Tournament field. 

Motion: Let's not and say we 
did. Can I get a second? All in 
favor? The ayes have it. Can 
we go hit Del Frisco’s for 
dinner? 

When the NCAA men’s 
basketball committee 
convenes in Orlando later this 
month, that’s how it should 
handle the suggestion from 
some coaches to increase the 
size of the tournament field 
from 65 teams. 

Given that the field hasn't 
expanded, for all practical 
purposes, in more than two 
decades, incoming committee 
chair Gary Walters, the 
athletic director at Princeton, 
figures a study isn’t 


ROBERT SEALE FOR SN 


In this sport, parity is a 
word used by those who 
have no access to the NCAA 
records book. 

So if the landscape is not 
changing, there had better 
be some other justification 
for altering the tournament. 
From the standpoint of 
aesthetics and popularity, 
it’s in phenomenal shape. 
The 65-team format is a 
significant reason for the 
event's audience growth, 
which led to a huge 
contract between CBS and 
the NCAA that helped fuel 
and subsidize the recent 
escalation of coaching 
salaries. 

The selection process 
has become college 
basketball’s version of the 
NFL draft—an event built 
around computer charts 
and conference tables that 


-—~ 


. > 
a 


Michigan State will get an early 
start working with incoming 

G/F Isaiah Dahiman. He is 
extremely skilled, but at 6-6, 
175, he must add strength. 
Incumbent G Shannon Brown 
might remain in the draft; Brown 
has had strong workouts early in 
the predraft process. > Don’t be 
surprised if former Texas F Mike 
Williams ends up at Cincinnati. 
Williams struggled through much 
of his two years with the 
Longhorns, but he started to 
flash his talent late in his 
sophomore season. He was 
excellent under pressure in the 
NCAA Tournament and could 
rediscover his full range of skills 
with a year off to practice. > 
Coaches were puzzled when 
Oklahoma gave a blanket release 
to the three recruits signed by 
previous coach Kelvin 
Sampson—meaning the players 
could sign elsewhere in the 

Big 12. That wound up biting the 


George Mason didn’t need help making 2 
the tournament or getting to the Final Four. 
So what’s wrong with the system, again? 


nevertheless fascinates the 
game’s most ardent fans. 


unreasonable. “There’s no 
action that’s imminent on 


Sooners when F Damion James 
chose Texas. If G Daniel Gibson 


this,” he says. “You have to 
look at it with a certain amount of 
care.” 

Coaches argue that increased 
parity in Division | means more 
tournament-quality teams 
and, therefore, more 
tournament-quality teams are 
being excluded. There is evidence 
in support of that contention: 

1) George Mason reached the 
2006 Final Four. 

2) You mean we should have 
more than one reason? 

If there is parity in college 
basketball now, it’s because there 
always has been parity. There has 
been no apparent increase, even 
as the higher levels have been hit 
hard by early NBA draft entry. 
Here’s my case: 

1) Teams from the top six 
conferences are getting roughly 
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the same number of high seeds as 
they did 20 years ago. Teams 
from those leagues filled 17 of the 
20 highest seeds in the 2006 
tournament. They filled 16 of the 
top 20 spots in 1986. 

2) Teams from the top six 
conferences are experiencing the 
same level of tournament 
success. In 2006, they filled 11 
spots in the Sweet 16—the same 
number they filled in 1996 and 
1986. They also filled three of the 
Final Four spots in each of those 
seasons. 

3) Teams from the top six 
conferences have an even greater 
share of top players. In 2006, 
they produced 10 of the 12 guys 
on the consensus All-American 
first and second teams. That’s up 
from eight of 11 in 1986. 


The two-day opening round 
has become such an event Forbes 
magazine reports that work time 
lost because of employees 
following games is worth about 
$3.8 billion to American 
businesses. 

Diluting the NCAA Tournament 
field could have a much greater 
cost. SN 


G BLOG ALERT 


We can bid goodbye 
to Mr. Sutton and wish 
him good health. 
Too bad that’s all 
there is to say. 


You know you've got a lot to say to 
Mr. DeCourcy at sportingnews.com, 


remains in the draft, the 
Longhorns will start three 
freshmen—but they'll be really 
good freshmen. > Look for 
Memphis to push Illinois hard in 
the recruiting race for G Derrick 
Rose of Chicago. Rose's strong 
play this spring helped him 
ascend to a top five position in 
his class. > Notre Dame hopes 
to add F Dan Werner to its 
recruiting class. Werner was 
given a conditional release by 
N.C. State after Herb Sendek left 
for Arizona State, but Kentucky 
and Pittsburgh also are in the 
fight and Werner still could wind 
up with the Wolfpack. 


thera. he HA, 
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Who knew the 
name Uggla would 
look so pretty on 
a fantasy roster? 


What should you do with surprise 
players such as Marlins second baseman 
Dan Uggla? Ask George Winkler at 


sportingnews.com. 


Even with all the homers, Tejada might not be 
the best fantasy shortstop in the A.L. East. 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 
fantasy authority: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


Remember when Alex Rodriguez 
and Albert Pujols were considered 
options | and 1A in fantasy? Those 
were simpler times. Americans woke 
up to Katie Couric on NBC, and Game 
of Shadows had yet to open our eyes 
to the idea Barry Bonds might not be 
that big naturally. 

Heading into the summer, it’s easy 
to identify the owners who selected 
A-Rod over Pujols. Sheepish looks 
have replaced draft-day grins. The 
faces are red, not so 
much from the 
embarrassment of 
passing on Pujols but 
from the constant 
pounding on the 
nearest hard surface 
every time Pujols hits 
another homer or 
drives in another run. i 

The two stars’ Santana 
previous production had been similar 
enough that either seemed a worthy 
top choice. Shame on us for forgetting 
the key difference in their numbers: 
age. At 26, Pujols has yet to reach his 
peak; at 30, Rodriguez likely has 
reached the summit and could be in 
for a slight decline. 

Rodriguez vs. Pujols was just one of 
the opening-round decisions owners 
debated not long ago. 

Top starting pitcher: Johan 
Santana vs. the field. Owners willing 
to take a chance on Santana in the 
first round have been rewarded, 
although not quite as much as those 
who used, say, a third-round pick on 
Pedro Martinez and his sore toe. That 
little piggy caused Martinez’s 


preseason value to slump, but it 
hasn't been a factor since. Two 
months into the season, he has been 
the most valuable fantasy player on 
the planet. (Pujols has left the 
stratosphere.) 

Top shortstop: Miguel Tejada vs. 
Michael Young. Both are hitting for 
average, but the home run totals tell 
the difference. Tejada had 13 homers 
after 50 games and Young just two. 
Before handing the top honors to 
Tejada, though, take a 
look at what Derek 
Jeter, who was a third- 
round pick in SPORTING 
News’ in-house league 
draft, has done. That 
meaty average with a 
side of steals looks 
delicious. 

Top DH: David Ortiz 
vs. Travis Hafner. First, 
owners had to have the gumption to 
draft a DH with one of their first two 
picks. Kudos and fantasy points to 
those who did. Entering the week, 
both players were among the leaders 
in RBIs and home runs. Hafner is the 
more valuable player, though, 
because of an advantage in runs and 
batting average. 

Top relief pitcher: Mariano Rivera 
vs. Brad Lidge. Rivera was OK in the 
season’s first two months, but owners 
weren't hoping for “OK” from the 
A.L.’s top closer. Lidge owners have 
had it even worse. How again did this 
guy go from dominant to temporarily 
demoted? Meanwhile, rookie Jonathan 
Papelbon has racked up saves and 
posted a splendid ERA and WHIP. 


TOM OLMSCHEID / AP 


Its not too late to sign up for Ultimate Fantasy Baseball. 
Find out more at fantasygames.sportingnews.com. 


‘06 PROSPECTS 
Green light or too green? 


He was terrific in his 


big-league debut—seven scoreless innings—and he’s a 
much better strikeout pitcher than his brother Jeff. He 
will help A.L.-only owners immediately and deserves 
consideration in mixed leagues. Ruling: Green light. 

OF Melky Cabrera, Yankees. Cabrera, 21, hit 
decently after his call-up in early May, but he didn’t 
show much power. He isn’t known for the long ball, and 
don’t expect that part of his game to change. Ruling: Too green. 

1B Kendry Morales, Angels. Anaheim’s latest first baseman was hitting .317 with five homers and 
29 RBIs in Class AAA at the time of his call-up. He homered in his big-league debut and has a proven track 
record as a hitter. Ruling: Green light. 

SP Boof Bonser, Twins. He’s better than the girl from the movie Teen Wolf with the same nickname. His 
strikeouts are tantalizing, but he gave up a lot of hits and walks in the minors. Ruling: Too green. —Roger Kuznia 
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ltching to get better 


lo horse lovers, to veterinarians, to 

everyone who brought flowers to the 

hospital where Barbaro underwent 

surgery, the happiest moment in the 

Kentucky Derby winner's recuperation 
from a broken leg must have been that 
moment when ... 

... He scratched an itch. 

Scratching an itch might sound simple to 
you. That’s because you're not a horse. This 
was an itch behind the left ear. To scratch such 
an itch, a horse needs to perform an act of 
athletic contortion. He first looks comical. But 
you soon realize that scratching that itch is 
proof of the horse’s flexibility, agility and, fhost 
important, his ingenuity. 

Here’s how a horse scratches his left ear: 
He lowers his body by extending his front 
feet. He drops his head even lower and turns it 

to the left, as if listening to a mare with a 
whispered proposition. Then, he lifts his left 
rear foot and reaches forward until he can 
scrape his hoof against that damnable itchy 
spot. 

For any horse to do that is impressive. For 
Barbaro, it’s more. It’s life-affirming. When his 
left foot stretched forward, Barbaro had to 
bear his hindquarters weight on his right rear 
foot. To shift his weight onto that leg once 
shattered—and to balance himself on it days 
after surgery put the pieces back together—is 
proof certain that Barbaro has a chance, a real 
chance, to outrun death. 

“Be sure to say that all of us here are 
praying for him because there’s a long way 
to go,” says Dr. J.D. Howard, the resident 
veterinarian at a Kentucky horse farm, Walmac 
International. In 1987, Walmac’s great stallion 
Nureyev suffered an injury nearly identical to 
Barbaro’s. Then came a series of medical 
crises, some of which may yet threaten 
Barbaro. 

Nureyev was 10 years old and standing at 
stud when he was turned out to a paddock and 
came back on three legs. “He must have been 
kicking and got his leg caught between the top 
two planks of a fence,” Howard says. “The leg 


dkindred @sportingnews.com 


looked like it was 
on a swivel. Seeing 
it was the same 
sickening feeling 
you got when you 
saw Barbaro’s race.” 

Great 
thoroughbred 
stallions are worth 
millions because 
horsemen pay 
dearly to bring 
mares to the 
breeding shed in 
hopes of 
conceiving foals 
who fly. Nureyev, a 
son of Northern 
Dancer, was sold as 
a yearling for 
$1.3 million in 1977. 
Estimates of 
Barbaro’s value at 
stud run as high as 
$40 million. His own 
sire, Dynaformer, 
brings in $100,000 
every time he 
covers a mare. A 
stallion performs that labor of love maybe 100 
times a year, which is good work if you can get it. 

To save Nureyev’s life, and to preserve his 
value at stud, surgeons did for him what 
surgeons have done for Barbaro nearly two 
decades later. They made the broken leg whole 
again. For Nureyev, much of the next four 
months were spent in distress. 

“There was pneumonia, severe enteritis, 
infection at the original site and the threat of 
colitis,” Howard says. All that in addition to 
pain and the stress a horse endures when held 
in a hydraulic-lift belly sling to keep weight off 
the injured leg. 

“He had been in that sling 57 days, and he 
was so tired that he’d about given up on us 
eight or 10 times. Finally, I decided something 
had to be done.” 


SABINA LOUISE PIERCE / UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA / AP (2) 


A metal plate, 27 screws and months of 
recovery later, Barbaro might think this whole 
ordeal was worth it. 


The doctor brought into Nureyev’s stall a 
long mat 8 inches thick. “I told everyone to 
leave, and I sedated the horse so the process 
wouldn’t spook him. With the hydraulic lift, I 
lowered him inch by inch. It took a half-hour to 
get him to a 45-degree angle. From there, | 
lowered him to the mat quickly.” 

Then the happiest thing happened, Telling 
it, even nearly 20 years later, the doctor all but 
sings: “He lay on that mat and didn’t move for 
four hours. He slept like a baby.” 

After that, it was sunshine and seashells for 
Nureyev, who lived another 14 years. In that 
time, by Howard’s estimate, the stallion 
impregnated 500 mares. 

We can’t know what will happen next for 
Barbaro. Scratching his ear, taking full weight 
on a leg repaired with a metal plate and 27 
screws—those are hopeful signs. For even as 
Nureyev’s experience shows us that it’s a hard 
run to full health, it’s also a reminder that it 
can be done. 

Let’s hope there will come that happy day 
when Barbaro, rich and famous, given the best 
in food, drink and lodging, does in fact bend an 
ear to his left and hear glamorous ladies 
whispering propositions. SN 
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ATTN: BASEBALL FANS 


Special foreword by Mr. Cardinal himself, Stan Musial. 


Highlights the Cardinals’ final season in Busch, their 
home for four decades. Includes notable firsts, bests 
and lasts; from the first pitch, home run and strikeout 
on May 12, 1966, to the final out of the 2005 season. 


Cardinal Nation is an illustrated, commemorative title— 
a visual and evocative Sy ameds of one of baseball’ Ss. 
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